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 Pastor’s   Commentary 
 Well, here we are – the final edition of The Messenger for 2018. How did that happen!? This year, 
characterized by the celebration of our bicentennial, has absolutely flown by! What a truly wonderful time of 
celebration we’ve had. As this year of celebrating our history becomes itself history, we will recall that it was 
a year of focus on our outward impact as a congregation. Indeed, if we could summarize our “What If?...” 
initiative in a single, thought it would be to say that we have recommitted to the idea that the primary 
purpose for the existence of this church or any church is to be a redemptive presence in the world. Said 
simply, what we do “out there” is the reason we do what we do “in here.” 

 Having spent some time in 2018 focusing on our work “out there”, 2019 now offers us an opportunity 
– without losing sight of the lessons and new initiatives of 2018 – to refocus on “in here.” To be sure, First 
Baptist is not a congregation that looks to set hard boundaries between “in here” and “out there” and that 
makes me profoundly proud. Even so, the very thing that sets a church like ours apart from charities and 
other organizations doing work in the world is that our redemptive presence arises from sacred community. I 
would like to take a moment or two to tell you about just a handful of the initiatives we hope to accomplish 
toward that end in 2019. 

New Prayer List 

 A vital community is a praying community. We need to keep one another apprised of  the joys and 
concerns in our lives and those we love. In the twenty-first century, technology offers some wonderful 
opportunities to stay connected electronically. The twenty-first century has also offered us plenty of reason 
to do that with caution. We have intentionally taken a step back from the electronic publication of prayer 
requests due to security and privacy concerns. In 2019 we plan to roll out a new church web site. Oh sorry, 
did I bury the lead of yes, a new, beautiful, updated, feature-rich web site? One of those features will be a 
secure prayer list area that will allow users to simply log in and view updated joys and concerns. We will 
couple this feature with an automated email system that will let subscribers know when the prayer list is 
updated. 

 When the new web site launches, and perhaps even before, we could use a bit of help on the 
administrative end. If you would enjoy learning how the back end of the web site works and wouldn’t mind 
chipping in to help with the prayer list (or other parts of the site for that matter), let me know. 
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Welcoming Newcomers 

 FBC is known for its personal warmth. First-time worshipers frequently tell me how very welcomed 
they felt when entering our front doors. As afore-mentioned however, modern culture has given us all a 
heightened need for concern about our privacy and, at times, our anonymity. This can make connecting with a 
church and its community difficult. In the coming year, the Church Council will address this need by 
considering our welcoming process and perhaps initiating some new plans to take our welcome to the next 
level. If you would be interested in helping us welcome newcomers more effectively or in thinking through 
what that might look like, please let me know. Don’t worry, I’m going to ask for help several more times. I’ll 
summarize the things we might need your help with below and give you my contact information.  

Meeting Needs 

 Grief and hardship comes to us all from time to time. In those moments of illness, grief, or some other 
hardship it helps to know your community is close. We may not be able to take the pain away, but we can sit 
with our siblings in faith and we can help them. Delivering (or having delivered) meals, assisting with house or 
yard work, transportation or errand support, or simply sitting and listening are all ways we might be able to 
be present with those in our community who are going through challenges. At FBC we have already begun to 
experiment with hybrid (online and offline) system for coordinating these kinds of caring responses. With a 
simple login you can sign up to do any of the things listed above that might be needed after you’re notified 
online or in church.  We could use one or two more people to help with the administration of that system and 
we could use two DOZEN or more people who might be willing to respond by signing up from time to time to 
help as these needs arise. If you are willing to do either…you guessed it…let me know. 

Pastoral Care 

 Life is hard. Fortunately, ours is a God who is stubbornly present with us through the hard parts. God 
shows up in many ways, but sometimes simply through the presence of another person. Our community is full 
of wonderful people who would be delighted to sit with you, chat with you, cry with you, even scream in 
anguish with you – all in confidence if you but ask. I too would be honored to be invited into your moments of 
pain, fear, ambivalence, grief, or even joy. I offer mostly a listening ear, which can be more healing than you 
might think – try me! Occasionally I may even be able to help connect you with any resources you might need 
to deal with particular situations. If you would like to visit with me any time, please don’t hesitate to let me 
know. You are welcome to stop by the office any time, though it would be best to call ahead and make sure I 
am not with someone else or making visits off campus. To absolutely ensure I have ample time and focus to 
give you, setting up an appointment is the best way to find time together. For emergency needs (both urgent 
and severe) I am available 24 hours per day by reaching me in the office (number below) or even on my cell 
phone (published in the church directory). 

Coffee House/Pub Office Hours 

 In the months ahead I hope to have periodic “office hours” out of the office. I will announce ahead of 
time where I will be and when, varying locations by type and geography and timing. If you want to venture by 
during my “office hours”, I’ll be there waiting for whoever might arrive. We can discuss pastoral matters of a 
non-confidential nature, chat about the life of the church, current events, just catch up, or just sit quietly 
together as a group and sip a delicious beverage of one sort or another. Come one, come all. I might 
occasionally need a bit of help coordinating the locations. If you would be willing to help, yep, let me know. 

Integrated Ministry 

 The truth of the matter is that the needs addressed by these initiatives are rarely straight-forward. 
Meeting complex needs across the breadth of the entire congregation requires concentrated effort on all of our 
parts. In 2019, I will be working with a group of congregational volunteers to address the systemic quality of 
church-wide care. We will consider the questions of how to integrate these and other areas of response and 
ministry, how to facilitate effective communication, and how to lend a bit of efficiency to the way we care for 
one another. If you would be interested in being a part of that group of volunteers thinking together…yeah… 

 I pray that 2019 will be a year full of redemptive work on the part of FBC, but if we do not have one 
another to enjoy, to rely upon, to carry one another, we’ll never get there. So I’ve asked for your help in 
doing that and I’ll summarize those needs below, but not all of our caring for one another needs to be 
centralized. It doesn’t all have to happen within the four walls of the FBC campus. It doesn’t all have to pass 
through a committee or the office. Let me encourage you, if you haven’t spent meaningful time with another 
part of the FBC family recently or if you know someone who hasn’t, let the holidays and the new year be your 
opportunity to do just that. Be Warm and Well FBC.  
 

Your pastor, 

Brent Bowden 
 

If you would be willing to help in any of the ways summarized here, please let me know by email at 
brent@fbcrochester.net or by phone at 585.244.2468. 

 

Help with the tech end of the new prayer list 

Help in general with the development and maintenance of the new web site 

Help welcoming newcomers to FBC 

Help thinking through the best way to welcome newcomers to FBC 

Help facilitate a new online system to coordinate caring responses (meals, housework, transportation, etc.) 

Sign up to be on a list to contact when those needs arise 

Help coordinating locations for Coffee House/Pub Office Hours 

Help consider and plan for the overall congregational care efforts at FBC 

 

mailto:brent@fbcrochester.net
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OUR COMMUNITY 

 

 Reaching out to Others 

FOR THE MONTH OF DECEMBER 

We are collecting: 

Peanut Butter and Spaghetti Sauce 
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GIVING TREE  

For Cameron Community Ministry 

The hall will be 

transformed into an 

evening of elegance on 

December 9th, 

following the 

Children’s Pageant, 

which begins at 5:00 

PM as we gather 

together as a family for a spectacular Christmas 

meal lovingly prepared by Dale and Jackie Pensgen.  

In memory of Martha Lays (our dinner cook from 

years past), the menu will be swiss steak, carrot 

coins, and mashed potatoes. We hope you will bring 

a favorite dessert to share at our dessert bar.  

Seating can be reserved in advance by making a 

reservation at Christmas Dinner 2018 Reservations, 

or seeing Margaret Cooley after church on Sunday 

or contacting the church office by Wednesday, Dec. 

5.  Tickets will be Adults and Teens at $6, Children, 

ages 5-11 at $3, with Children 4 and under being 

free. Reserve your spot now; payment will be 

Sundays, December 2 and December 9.  

Our Giving Tree will be 
waiting to be decorated 
with your gifts of winter 
items of hats, gloves, 
mittens, and scarves for 
the children at Cameron 
Community Ministries. 

Your donations will make it possible for a child 
in need to be able to stay warm this winter, so 
please be generous and hang your unwrapped 
gifts right on the tree. We will dedicate these 
gifts on December 16th. 

 

Dear First Baptist Members, 

 Thank you for sending a check for $500.00 
to the Pittsford Food Cupboard on 10/15/18.  Your 
generosity and support are greatly appreciated 
and help many families in our community. 

Sincerely, 

Mimi Wilson 

Children Helping Children 

The children of 
First Baptist 
Church 
accomplished a 
“Big 60 
Project.” On 
November 4th, 
sixteen of our 
children, ages 

one to ten gathered with parents to prepare 
60 bags of four healthy snack items. These 
snacks are intended for children of all ages 
who are brought to Monroe County Foster Care 
Intake, hungry and in need of physical and 
emotional care. Not only did each prepared 
bag contain snacks, but also an individually 
decorated note – an expression of caring from 
our kids. 

The snacks were donated by the Brighton Food 
Cupboard. All were delivered to the Westfall 
Office Building with great appreciation by the 
Foster Care Intake Staff Members. 

Thank you to the FBCR Kids and Parents. 

Christmas  

Eve, 12/24 

@ 5:00 PM 

https://fbcrchristmasdinner2018.eventbrite.com
https://fbcrchristmasdinner2018.eventbrite.com.
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 GOINGS ON 
Occurrences of Interest                                             

 
 
 

 

 

YOUR BOOK OF CHOICE 

FBCR BOOK CLUB 

 
The FBC Book Club will not 
meet in December. The 
next meeting will be 
January 22 at 11:30 AM in 
the church library. Each 
person will report on a 
book of choice. Please join 
us; bring a sandwich if 
you wish. 

ELDERGARTEN 
 

Eldergarten “Christmas Lunch Out” 

On Thursday, December 13th we will meet at 12 
noon for our Christmas lunch at “the FIVE MILE 
CAFÉ”, 2084 Five Mile Road (just north of the 4 
corners of Penfield on the right). 

We will meet in a private room to enjoy their 
breakfast and lunch comfort foods. We had a 
lovely lunch and great time there last year.  

Bring a poem, reminiscence, or Christmas story to 
share. Please sign up so I can make reservations 
for us there. 

Sunday, December 2, 2018 
Worship, 10:00 AM 
Fellowship, 11:00 AM 
Hanging of the Greens and Lunch, (following Worship) 
 
Wednesday, December 5, 2018 
Mission Mtg. 4:00 PM 
Brown Bag Fellowship, 5:30 PM 
Study, 7 Events that Shaped the New Testament World 6:00 PM 
Adult Choir, 7:15 PM 
 
Sunday, December 9, 2018 
Worship, 10:00 AM 
Fellowship, 11:00 AM 
Forum, 11:30 AM 
Christmas Program, 5:00PM 
Christmas Dinner, (following the Pageant) 
 
Monday, December 10, 2018 
Trustees Meeting, 6:00 PM 
Welcome & Affirm Meeting, 7:00 PM 
 
Wednesday, December 12, 2018 
Brown Bag Fellowship, 5:30 PM 
Study, 7 Events that Shaped the New Testament World 6:00 PM 
Adult Choir, 7:15 PM 
 
Thursday, December 13, 2018 
Eldergarten Christmas Luncheon, 12:00 PM 
 
Sunday, December 16, 2018 
Worship - Cantata, 10:00 AM 
Fellowship, 11:00 AM 
 
Monday, December 17, 2018 
Library Luncheon, 11:30 AM 
Council Meeting, 6:00 PM 
 
Wednesday, December 19, 2018 
Brown Bag Fellowship, 5:30 PM 
Study, 7 Events that Shaped the New Testament World 6:00 PM 
Adult Choir, 7:15 PM 
 
Sunday, December 23, 2018 
Worship, 10:00 AM 
Fellowship, 11:00 AM 
 
Monday, December 24, 2018 – Christmas Eve 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, 5:00 PM 
 
Tuesday, December 25, 2018 – Christmas Day 
Office Closed 
 
Sunday, December 30, 2018 
Worship, 10:00 AM 
Fellowship, 11:00 AM 
 
 

Sunday, December 2 following 
worship and a light meal, 

help us decorate for  
the Advent season. 

 
The handbell choir will start 

practicing on January 13. We will 

practice at 11:30-12:00 for several 

Sundays. More details to follow...  

 

“What do people do without 
a support community like 
our church? Thank you all 
for your prayers, visits, and 
cards sent during my 
recent illness. “ 

Bev Reynolds 

 
Annual Reports  

from staff, officers, 

lay leaders and 

groups leaders are 

due by January 2. 


