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 Pastor’s   Commentary 
 Wow, what a year it has been at First Baptist! I knew from the first time I sat down with the 
bicentennial planning committee that we were in for a whirlwind of celebration and service. During 
our 200th year we, as a congregation, left nothing on the table. We dove into bold, new initiatives, 
began to connect more broadly with our community, worshipped richly, celebrated grandly, 
learned a lot, and spent a LOT of time together! We arrive at year 201 energized about what is to 
come for First Baptist Church and full of hope. We also arrive at this moment with eyes wide open. 

 The struggles facing our city and our world are clear to us. First Baptist Church’s history is 
full of moments in which the congregation has risen to meet the demands of a changing world. We 
have sensed that such a time will be upon us again. The signs are obvious. Rampant poverty 
surrounds us. Civil discourse has all but disappeared. Injustice has woven itself into every system 
that governs our civic and social world. Human suffering touches all people in every place. There is 
tremendous need for grand expressions of God’s love and redemption, in Rochester and beyond. 
We, First Baptist, are not naïve about what will be required of us to expand our own redemptive 
presence in this environment. 

 That is what is so amazing about you, FBC. You know that there is hard work ahead, you 
know there is sacrifice ahead, you know that the path of resurrection ventures through dark places 
and yet you stand hand-in-hand with one another ready to greet the unknown with resolve. You 
have taken the joy of celebration and converted it through the life of the church into compassion 
and hope. You have said with one voice, “The time is now.” 

 You have said this, it is no secret, in a time of change for the universal church. Virtually all 
congregations in the U.S. are grappling with what form their ministries will take in the years 
ahead. None of us have the comfort of certainty. There are really only two things that we know for 
certain: we will have to be innovative in our approach and we will need resources to do so. 

 First Baptist has been blessed with enough resources to sustain us through the changes, but 
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also, we’ve been blessed to not have enough resources to grow complacent. I ask you to 
prayerfully consider how you might be able to contribute financially to the mission and vision of 
FBC in the coming year. I ask particularly that you consider three things. First, if you haven’t 
made a financial pledge in the past, you consider doing so this year. Your early commitment 
allows our congregational leaders to anticipate the scope and reach of our ministries in the year 
ahead. Second, that you consider giving regularly through the next calendar year. Regardless of 
what you are able to give, receiving your contributions on a regular interval helps adjust fund 
allocation throughout the year as necessary. Finally, that you consider your ability to contribute 
boldly. Yes, it is a shameless plea, and one that not everyone will be able to oblige, but it is also a 
faithful plea. New approaches to ministry born of new financial realities are already beginning to 
take shape at FBC and throughout the church universal, but the transformation will not and should 
not happen overnight. Even a fractional increase in your pledge year over year will serve as a 
signal of commitment and foster confidence among your congregational family.  

Yes, my dear First Family, your energy is high, your hope abounds, your love and 
compassion can scarcely be rivaled. The time is now. Let us continue to give thanks to God for 
that which, and those who, have brought us to this 201st year. Let us commit ourselves in 
whatever form we can to the work ahead of us! 

Grateful for each of you, 

Brent Bowden, pastor 

 

 
144th Annual Interfaith Thanksgiving Service 

 

Thursday, November 22, 2018 at 11:00 AM 
A joyous celebration of unity and gratitude. 

 Hosted by First Baptist Church of Rochester  175 Allens Creek Road, Rochester, NY 14618    

In the Baptist tradition we do not venerate 

individuals as saints, but that doesn't 

mean we don't have people who have had 

an extraordinary impact on our faith.  

On Sunday, November 4, we will 

remember those who have died 

whose lives have been a guiding 

light to our own. You are invited to 

participate by bringing a small 

photo or memento, or write a 

name on a card. Before the 

service, place the item on one of 

the remembrance tables. 

All Saints Sunday The hall will be transformed into an 

evening of elegance on December 9th, 

following the Children’s Pageant, as we 

gather together as a family for a 

spectacular Christmas meal lovingly prepared by Dale 

and Jackie Pensgen.  In memory of Martha Lays (our 

dinner cook from years past), the menu will be cubed 

steak, carrot coins, and mashed potatoes. We hope 

you will bring a favorite dessert to share at our 

dessert bar.  Seating can be reserved in advance 

by making a reservation at Christmas Dinner 2018 

Reservations.  Tickets will be Adults and Teens at $6, 

Children, ages 5-11 at $3, with Children 4 and under 

being free. Reserve your spot now; payment will be 

collected soon.  

  Community Concert  

November 9, 2018 at 7:30 PM  
University of Rochester YellowJackets 
with guest performers, Brighton HS Baronettes 

Established in 1956, the YellowJackets are an all-male  
a cappella group comprised of University of Rochester students. 
In recent years they have been featured on NBC’s The Sing Off 
and have also released several award-winning recordings. The 
group performs in the Rochester area, across the Northeast, 
and internationally. Join us for this special evening featuring 
local, young talent in a program of exciting vocal music!  

https://fbcrchristmasdinner2018.eventbrite.com
https://fbcrchristmasdinner2018.eventbrite.com
https://fbcrchristmasdinner2018.eventbrite.com.
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 Reaching out to Others 

FOR THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER 

We are collecting: 

Cereal and Hot Cocoa Mix 
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Dear First Baptist, 

 Thank you so much for your recent gift of 
$1,500 as a silver sponsor for the Fairport 
Baptist Homes Caring Ministries Foundation’s 
“Swing for Seniors” Golf tournament.  Your 
generosity will enable us to provide an exciting 
day for our participants who contribute so 
much. 

 Your generous gift contributes to our 
continuing efforts to provide cutting edge care 
to our community’s senior citizens, since the 
proceeds from the Golf Tournament support 
the operations of Fairport Baptist Homes Caring 
Ministries and its subsidiary corporations.   

 Thank you for your sponsorship level 
commitment to the “Swing for Seniors” Golf 
Classic. 

Sincerely, 

Deb Howe Allen 
Director of Advancement 

Thanksgiving Pie Sale for Habitat 

Order your pies by November 

14th for Habitat for Humanity 

build with the Brighton 

Coalition. Each pie is made from 

scratch without preservatives 

and with fresh fruit grown on Kelly’s own farm. 

The pies are deep, ten-inch pies, weighing 4.5 

pounds each.  They freeze nicely and can be 

served for Thanksgiving or Christmas.  Delivery 

will be made to the church on Tuesday, 

November 20th for pick-up in time for 

Thanksgiving.   

The pies or crisp available are:  

· Apple Crumb $17  · Apple Raspberry $17  

· Pumpkin $17   ·Apple Crisp $13         

Forms are on the Vitality Table and should be 

turn in to Sarah Oaks, Gene Tiesler, or Jean 

Garling. 

. 

 

 

 

Mission/Outreach has received its first two 
requests from our Missional Communities.   
 

The Fresh Start for Teens MC received funds for 
the purchase of clothing and fast food gift cards 
to be used by the Monroe County Foster 
Care Program.   
 

The second is from the Center for Youth MC 
for clothing and the Free Food Pantry for 
Homeless Youth.  

 STOCKING STUFFERS  
 For Fairport Baptist Homes 

Each Christmas, we ask for small (under 

$5) unwrapped items for the residents 

of our Fairport Baptist Homes. These 

gifts will go into the Christmas stockings 

each resident will receive at their 

“household” Christmas parties.   

Suggested gifts are lotions, nail polish 

and remover, after shave lotion, shaving 

cream, deodorant, toothpaste, tissue boxes, 

100 piece jigsaw puzzles, large print word 

search, and large print crossword puzzles. 

Please place these unwrapped gifts in the box 

on the Vitality Table in the Garden Room. 

Many thanks from the residents and the 

Service Board of the Fairport Baptist Homes 

Caring Ministries. 

 

 Thank you for your additional gifts to 

the One Great Hour of Sharing Offering.  We 

were able to send an additional $940 to them 

specifically for Hurricane Relief.  One hundred 

percent of your gifts will go directly to the 

areas impacted by this season’s hurricanes.  

Your generosity is appreciated. 
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 GOINGS ON 
Occurrences of Interest                                             

 
 
 

 

 

THE BOYS IN THE BOAT 

FBCR BOOK CLUB 

The FBC Book Club will meet on 
Tuesday, November 27, at 11:30 AM 

in the church library. The book for 
discussion will be The Boys in the 
Boat by Daniel James Brown. It is 

the true story of a college crew 
team who defied the odds to win the 

gold medal in the 1936 Olympics.  
 

Everyone is invited to join us; bring 
a sandwich, if you wish. 

ELDERGARTEN 
Noon luncheon with program after 

Eldergarten, Thursday, November 15th 

Clara Barton and the Red Cross 

Jerry Bennett will present his program on “Clara 

Barton and the formation of The Red Cross.” Jerry 

enlightened and entertained us last year when told 

us the story of “The Underground Railroad.” We 

are delighted to welcome him again. 

Come for lunch and bring a sandwich if you like. 

Soup, dessert, and beverage will be provided.  

Sign up on the Vitality Table if you can join us so 

we can set a place for you. 

Saturday, November 3 
Martha Lays’ Funeral, 2 PM 
 

Sunday, November 4 All Saints Sunday 
Boy Scouts Pancake Breakfast 8:30 AM 
Worship, 10 AM 
Boy Scouts Pancake Breakfast/Lunch 11:00 AM 
 

Tuesday, November 6 
Remington Hubbell Circle, 11:30 AM 
 

Wednesday, November 7 
Mission Meeting, 4:00 PM 
Brown Bag Fellowship, 5:30 PM 
Study, 6 PM 
Adult Choir, 7:15 PM 
 

Friday, November 9 
Concert Series: U of R YellowJackets, 7:30 PM 
 

Sunday, November 11 
Worship, 10 AM 
Fellowship, 11 AM 
Forum, 11:30 AM 
 

Monday, November 12 
Trustees Meeting, 6 PM 
Welcome & Affirm Meeting, 7 PM 
 

Wednesday, November 14 
Brown Bag Fellowship, 5:30 PM 
Study, 6 PM 
Adult Choir, 7:15 PM 
 

Thursday, November 15 
Worship Committee Meeting, 9:30 AM 
Eldergarten, 12 PM 
 

Sunday, November 18 
Worship, 10 AM 
Fellowship, 11 AM 
Forum, 11:30 AM  
 

No Wednesday Programs, Wednesday, November 21 
 

Thursday, November 22 
Thanksgiving Day – Church Office closed 
144th Rochester Interfaith Thanksgiving Service, @FBC 11 AM 
 

Friday, November 23 
Office Closed 
 

Sunday, November 25 
Worship, 10 AM 
Fellowship, 11 AM 
Forum, 11:30 AM  
 

Monday, November 26 
Library Meeting, 9:30 AM 
Council Meeting, 6PM 
 

Tuesday, November 27 
FBC Book Club, 11:30 AM 
 

Wednesday, November 28 
Brown Bag Fellowship, 5:30 PM 
Study, 6 PM 
Adult Choir, 7:15 PM 
 

Sunday, December 2 

following worship 

and a light meal, 

help us decorate for  

the Advent season. 

 

PECAN SALE 

Now is the time to pick-up your 

PECANS ! 

There are a few extras still available for 

purchase.  See Flora Holt.  PECANS are $11.00 

per pound. Get yours before we sell out. 


