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The Church Council and Trustees of FBCR invite you to brunch! On Sunday, January 26, 
immediately following worship we will have a time of fellowship and a delicious meal 
followed by the Annual Meeting. We have much important business to tend to. In addition 
to the “routine” business of approving the annual operating budget and electing new 
leadership, we will entertain two major initiatives in the life of First Baptist Church which 

will have an impact on ministry for generations to 
come. In the weeks ahead you will learn more about 
those exciting proposals, but we’d like for you to 
reserve the date now. While it isn’t necessary to sign 
up to attend the meeting, knowing you’re coming will 
help us plan. Please use the sign up sheet on the 
vitality table to let us know you’ll be there. It will be a 
substantive day with much to consider and do. We’ll 
need our strength, so we’ll start with brunch! 

Christmas engulfs our culture this time of year. Every shopping mall, church, town 
center, park, fueling station, post office, restaurant, and public space is spritzed with 
glitter, greens, and twinkling lights. For two solid months musicians perform a completely 
different repertoire than they do the other ten. Radio stations do too. Television channels 
and streaming services are saturated with snowy tales of the north pole and its influence 
on the world. You can’t escape Christmas this time of year – at least not the holiday. 

 Some lament that Christmas has become so “corporate” and “consumerist,” but I 
don’t mind so much. I don’t love consumerism, to be sure, but the Christmas celebration 
is just an amplification of our existing culture. If we’re going to be frustrated with 
consumerism, let’s do it year ‘round (and let’s remove the “if” at the beginning of this 
sentence). So yes, the celebration of Christmas in the U.S. has its problems, and I do 
think we have cause to be a bit concerned for our friends of other faiths or none who may 
find Christmas a bit dominant. Even so, with due caution for those concerns, I don’t really 
mind that our culture pulls out all the stops in pointing to something important. It’s true 
that the “real meaning of Christmas” becomes a minor theme of all the celebration, but it 
is there. 

 Sometime after Santa has visited and we’ve ripped the green and red paper from 
our new things, between the falalalala-ing and the eggnoging, and during the yuletide 
merriment, the memory may happen upon us that this is all in celebration of the fact that 
God is with us. God jumped right into the middle of the human struggle. That’s what the 
manger is, God’s entry point to the vulnerability, fear, pain, and struggle of this life. In 
the birth of Jesus, God took on flesh to be part of this human community. The birth of 
Jesus meant that people could look God in the face, speak with God, touch God, and see 
God right in front of them. But that isn’t an ancient story that ended at Calvary. That 
child’s earliest followers gave to the world the idea that the precious body that entered 
world at Christmas is a body we are now part of. 

 The well-known song asks, “Mary did you know…When you kiss your little baby you 
kiss the face of God?” The truth is the incarnation of God was begun with that little baby, 
but continues in us. No, we are not divine, nor do we suffer a Messianic complex, but we 
are the hands and feet and flesh and blood of God on earth. When we encounter one 
another, we encounter God. 

 My Christmas prayer for you is that amid your celebration you see the face of God - 
there around you while singing together by candlelight at church, in the shopping mall, 
running the cash register, sitting across from you for a holiday meal, hustling by you in a 
busy parking lot – I pray you see the face of God. And what’s more, I pray they all see 
the face of God in you. 

Merry Christmas,  

Rev. Brent Bowden 

 Pastor’s   Commentary 
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OUR COMMUNITY 

 

Reaching out, Serving within 
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GIVING TREE RESULTS 
 

The ongoing mission work of 
the church ended 2019 on a 
strong note.  We delivered 
162 articles of winter 
clothing for children to 
Cameron Ministries. Among 
the gifts were hats, and of the 69 hats 
included, at least 40 of them had been 
knitted by our members’ hands.  It’s 
remarkable that they were planning this 
throughout the year.  A special thank-you to 
our anonymous angels. 

Less than an hour after a single need 
request in a recent Sunday service was 
announced, two kitchen tables with chairs 
(and a microwave oven) for a young woman 
in the local NYS Foster Care Project 
apartment were donated.  What a blessing!  

Recent notes of appreciation have been 
received from:  

ABHMS (Home Mission Society) 

Baptist Peace Fellowship 

CRCDS 

Cameron Ministries 

Heritage Haiti Orphanage Project 

Home Services 

CWS Blankets 

Coffee Connection 

Brighton Volunteer Ambulance 

Fairport Baptist Home 
 

Mission/Outreach 
Gene Tiesler 

Removing the 

Greens 

 

Following 

worship on 

January 5.  

SUNDAY FELLOWSHIP 
 

The Fellowship time each Sunday is an 
important after Worship event. It gives an 
opportunity for FBCR members and friends 
to talk with one another and for visitors to 
be welcomed.  Many of you have 
contributed to this time by coordinating 
food preparation, setting the serving table, 
providing cookies and other “goodies” and 
by follow-up cleaning.  Brian has faithfully 
made coffee each Sunday.  Diane Iacopelli 
has given us special holiday celebrations.  
To all, thank you. 
 

Soon a new calendar of Sundays will be 
placed on the Vitality Table in the Garden 
Room.  The idea of “Special Sundays” was 
successful this year—“Pecan Sunday”, 
“Mission Sunday”.  Let’s continue this by 
having each Committee and Church Group 
select a Sunday on which to host 
Fellowship.  We also ask individuals to 
participate by hosting a Fellowship time. 
 

Again, thank you to all who have 
supported the Fellowship Program. 
 

Lynn McClellan             2020 

Honoring 

the service 

of God’s 

Servants  

January’s ABC 

Special Offering 

http://www.rochesterfbc.org/missions
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 GOINGS ON 
Occurrences of Interest                                             

 
 
 

 ELDERGARTEN 

Join us for The Story of Irondequoit Creek on 

Thursday, January 16 at noon. East Rochester 

historian, Jim Burlingame will tell us the story 

of the creek. Our Allen Creek, that flows near 

the church, joins Irondequoit Creek just north 

of us and then flows into the bay.   

Soup, dessert, and beverage will be served at 

noon. Our program will begin after lunch at 

1:00 PM. 

Please let us know if you are able to join us by 

signing up on the Vitality Table. 

Thursday, January 16, 12:00 PM 

Wednesday, January 1 
New Year’s Day - office closed 
 
Thursday, January 2 
Annual Reports due 
 
Sunday, January 5, Communion Sunday 
10:00 AM, Worship 
11:10 AM, Fellowship  
11:30 AM, Removing the Greens 
 
Wednesday, January 8 
7:15 PM, Choir 
 
Sunday, January 12  
10:00 AM, Worship 
11:10 AM, Fellowship 
11:30 AM, Forum, Council initiative discussed 
 
Monday, January 13 
6:00 PM, Trustees Meeting 
 
Wednesday, January 15 
5:30 PM, Brown Bag Fellowship 
6:00 PM, Study, Council initiative discussed 
7:15 PM, Choir 
 
Thursday, January 16 
12:00 PM, Eldergarten, The Story of  
     Irondequoit Creek 
 
Sunday, January 19  
10:00 AM, Worship 
11:15 AM, Fellowship 
11:30 AM, Forum, Rev. Lawrence Hargrave 
 
Monday, January 20 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day, office closed 
6:00 PM, Council Meeting 
 
Wednesday, January 22 
5:30 PM, Brown Bag Fellowship 
6:00 PM, Study, Bible Study 
7:15 PM, Choir 
 
Sunday, January 26, Annual Meeting 
10:00 AM, Worship 
11:00 AM, Brunch 
11:30 AM, Annual Meeting of the First Baptist  
     Church and Society 
 
Monday, January 27 
9:30 AM, Library 
 
Tuesday, January 28 
11:30 AM, FBCR Book Club 
 
Wednesday, January 29 
5:30 PM, Brown Bag Fellowship 
6:00 PM, Study, Bible Study 
7:15 PM, Choir  
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FOUNTAINS OF SILENCE, RUTA SEPETYS 

FBCR BOOK CLUB   

The FBC Book Club will meet 
on the fourth Tuesday, 
January 28, at 11:30  AM in 
the church library. The book 
for discussion is Fountains of 
Silence by Ruta Sepetys. It is 
historical fiction based in 
Spain. Everyone is welcome. 
Bring a sandwich if you wish. 

 

Need for the month January is  

WE STILL NEED PASTA SAUCE 

 To All Staff, Lay Leaders, 

Group and Missional 

Community Leaders. 

Please submit your 

annual reports by 

January 2. 

 

The Annual Meeting of the First Baptist 
Church and Society will be held on January 

26 following worship. 

Mark your calendar and sign up for the 
brunch at the Vitality Table. 


