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  There is exciting news to report! The First Baptist Church of Rochester is undertaking 
two new initiatives that, taken together, will enhance existing ministries, expand into new 
areas of ministry, and ensure that we are still doing these things well into the future – but 
we need your help. Let me explain: last Sunday, January 26, the congregation gathered for 
its Annual Meeting. We shared a delicious brunch arranged by our own Donna Curran (thank 
you , Donna!) then launched headlong into the business at hand. After approving a more 
sustainable budget than those of a few years prior and electing a new slate of 
intergenerational, capable, and energetic leaders, the congregation heard from the Trustees 
about one new initiative and approved another from the Church Council. Let me tell you 
about the second one first. 

The FBC ministerial staff is expanding by adding an Associate Pastor. We don’t know 
who just yet, but a national search for the best possible candidate will be underway shortly. 
Whoever God calls to fill this position at FBCR will be a full Associate Pastor meaning they 
will teach, preach, and serve fully within the life of the entire congregation and have a 
pastoral presence in the Rochester community. Their primary responsibilities will be ministry 
to and with families with children and supporting our Christian Education and Formation 
ministries. Their ministry with the entire congregation, generally, and with our youngest 
worshipers, specifically, will help us build upon the intergenerational quality our 
congregation is already accustomed to.  

I absolutely cannot wait to meet the person God will call to serve this congregation in 
this way, but there is a bit to do in ensuring that process. God calls, but congregations affirm 
God’s call. To that end a search committee elected by the congregation will identify an 
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excellent candidate for consideration by the wider body. That search committee will be 
formed on March 15 in a special called meeting of the congregation. Nominations for 
persons to serve on the search committee are open now and will remain so through 
February 23. If you would like to nominate someone to serve on that committee you may 
submit their name to me or to our new Moderator, Tasha Wilson. Nominees will be asked 
to fill out a questionnaire regarding their interest in and availability for serving on the 
committee. From those nominees, the Church Council will bring forward a slate of 5 
persons to be approved by the congregation on March 15. I would very much like to see 
you at that meeting. The addition of a staff person at FBCR is most worthy of your 
attention and celebration, but there’s more! 

At the same Annual Meeting (yes, it was a very big day, leading us to even bigger 
days) the Trustees initiated the Once and For All Fund, a purposefully targeted 
endowment that will help ensure that FBCR has a well maintained campus at zero cost 
well into the future. Yes, that’s right, zero cost! When fully funded, the Once and For All 
Fund will cover all general operating costs associated with maintaining and operating our 
campus at 175 Allens Creek. When fully funded it may even help offset capital costs like 
major repairs, renovations, or expansions that may become necessary in the future. The 
fund will do all of this without enabling the congregation to rest on their financial laurels. 
Some churches of sizable general endowments have found that it is difficult to muster the 
financial support of congregants, because there is no perceived need – and where one’s 
wallet goes, so goes their heart in many cases. Large general endowments can counter-
intuitively have a negative impact on congregational ministry. By intentionally limiting the 
funds generated by the Once and For All Fund to campus expenses the congregation will 
always be aware that their participation financially and otherwise will be vital to what 
happens in and around the campus. Mission and Ministry will still need to be funded by the 
congregation and as we’ve said already – where goes one’s wallet, so goes one’s heart. 
Even so, the financial burden of ministry will be much lighter with the cost of operating 
the campus off of the General Operating Budget – somewhere in the range of $50,000 
lighter annually! In fact, if the Once and For All Fund had been in place in 2018, what was 
then a roughly $12,000 deficit at the end of the year would have been a $35,000 surplus!! 
Think of how far the mission and ministry of FBCR could go with such financial space to 
plan and maneuver. 

You’ve guessed, I’m sure, that I’m going to ask for your participation in this 
initiative as well. You’re right and to that end the Trustees have launched the Once and 
For All Campaign, which will be a series of workshops and moments of celebration that will 
help you know how you can support this hope through the course of this year and even 
into the next ten years. Did you know there may be ways you could support the Once and 
For All Fund significantly that wouldn’t cost you a dime? You’ll learn more about that in the 
months ahead. For the moment though, your assistance is even easier. All I ask of you is 
your vote. During the same special called meeting of the congregation mentioned before, 
the Trustees will bring forth a motion to designate the proceeds of last year’s sale of a non
-contiguous piece of property as the first installment toward the fulfillment of the Once 
and For All Campaign. If you, the congregation, are willing to designate these funds to this 
purpose, they together with other funds already pledged to the campaign will total roughly 
20% of the amount necessary to fully fund Once and For All. Yes, 20% funded when the 
campaign has only barely begun – and all we need is for you to give your approval on 
March 15! 

In 2018, we spent a year looking back at the history of FBCR as we celebrated our 
bicentennial and we prayed for the exciting days ahead. Those exciting days are here and 
we need you to be involved. If you know of someone who would serve the Associate 
Pastor Search Committee well, nominate them. If you believe in the vision of the Once 
and For All Fund or simply want more information about it, watch for opportunities for 
discussions over the next few weeks. And on March 15, join us for the vote. For that 
matter join us a few times between now and then. 

See you Sunday, 

Rev. Brent Bowden 
2 



3 

 

 

 

OUR COMMUNITY 

JAZZ ‘N JEANS 

February 9, 2020 at 9:30 AM 
 

Mark your calendars for this casual and 

uplifting worship service. The musicians for 

this event are sponsored by the Susan 

Boulay Memorial Music Fund. Music begins 

and coffee bar opens at 9:30 AM.  
 

Section Leader Recital and 

Potluck Lunch 

March 1, 2020 at 11:30 AM 

Join us in Hubbell Hall on March 1st for a 

wonderful concert by our Section Leaders 

and David Labman. Coffee and snacks will 

be available during the recital, and there 

will be a Potluck Lunch to follow. Watch for 

more details. 
 

Community Concert Series 

March 27, 2020 at 7:30 PM  

RPO Marimba Band 
 

We welcome back the RPO Marimba Band to 

our concert series! Described as "one of the 

Rochester area's unique and notable 

treasures", the RPO Marimba Band was 

established in 1979 and is comprised of 

current members of the Rochester 

Philharmonic Orchestra Percussion Section. 

Specializing in music written and arranged 

for the melodic percussion instruments, the 

RPO Marimba Band primarily features 

ragtime xylophone pieces and novelty music 

from the early decades of the 20th century, 

many Latin and jazz tunes. The band 

performs on two marimbas, vibraphone, 

steel drum, drum set, and various 

percussion instruments. 

Reaching out, Serving within 
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Mission Partner Thank yous 

 

January 2020 

Dear Friends, 
 
 On behalf of 
Cameron Community 
Ministries, I would 
like to thank you for the donation of winter 
clothing that you recently made to our 
organization.  Because of this we continue 
to provide hope through emergency services 
and engagement to children and adults in 
our community. 
 Again, thank you for helping us 
succeed in our mission and we hope for 
your continued support. 
 
 
Jennifer Muniga, 
Executive Director 
 
 
 
 
January, 2020 

 

Dear Friends, 

 
       First Baptist Church 
giving for the year 2019 
totaled $700.  

 These gifts are very important to us. 
Our Church partners by far, are important 
to our annual giving. We are indeed grateful 
for your support. 

       No goods or services other than 
intangible religious benefits were provided 
in exchange for your contribution. 
 
       Thanks again for your commitment to 
the work of peace rooted in justice through 
BPFNA~Bautistas por la Paz. 
 
With Gratitude, 
 

De`Ann Cunningham, 
Baptist Peace Fellowship of North America 
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 GOINGS ON 
Occurrences of Interest                                             

 
 
 

 ELDERGARTEN 

Sleep from A to Zzzzz! 

On February 20, 2020, our friend Cheryl Minchella 

from MVP Health Care will help increase our 

understanding of the benefits of sleep. She will 

share with us different strategies we can use to 

achieving maximum benefits from sleep. 

We will meet for lunch at 12 noon.  The program 
will begin at 1 PM.   

Please sign up on the Vitality Table if you plan to 
attend. 

Thursday, February 20, 2020, 12:00 PM 

Sunday, February 2, Communion Sunday, 
Souper Bowl of Caring Sunday 
10:00 AM, Worship 
11:10 AM, Extended Fellowship- Souper Bowl  
 of Caring Soups - with our thanks. 
 

Wednesday, February 5 
5:30 PM, Brown Bag Fellowship 
6:00 PM, Study, Dr. Anna Bowden, Food  
 Insecurity and Matthew. 
7:15 PM, Choir 
 

Sunday, February 9, Jazz ’n Jeans 
Sunday, Boy Scouts Sunday  
9:30 AM, Jazz Combo and Coffee Bar 
10:00 AM, Worship 
11:10 AM, Fellowship- Boy Scouts 
11:30 AM, Forum, Dr. Shafiq, Overview of 

 Faiths 
 

Monday, February 10 
6:00 PM, Trustees Meeting 
 

Wednesday, February 12 
4:00 PM, Mission Committee Meeting 
5:30 PM, Brown Bag Fellowship 
6:00 PM, Study, Dr. Anna Bowden, Idolatry  
 and the New Testament  
7:15 PM, Choir 
 

Sunday, February 16  
10:00 AM, Worship 
11:15 AM, Fellowship 
11:30 AM, Forum  
 

Monday, February 17, Presidents ’ Day 
6:00 PM, Council Meeting 
 

Wednesday, February 19 
5:30 PM, Brown Bag Fellowship 
6:00 PM, Study, Dr. Anna Bowden, A 
snapshot of her dissertation, Revelation and  
 Marble-workers of Ephesus. 
7:15 PM, Choir 
 

Thursday, February 20 
12:00 PM, Eldergarten, From A to Zzzzz with  
 Cheryl Minchella of MVP. 
 

Sunday, February 22 
10:00 AM, Worship 
11:10 AM, Fellowship 
11:30 AM, Forum, Faiths & Customs:  
 Ganondagan Tribe 
  

Tuesday, February 24 
11:30 AM, FBCR Book Club 
 

Wednesday, February 25 
5:15 PM, Brown Bag Fellowship 
6:00 PM, Ash Wednesday Service 
7:15 PM, Choir 
 

Saturday, February 29 
Happy Leap Day  
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THE LITTLE HEATHENS: HARD TIMES AND HIGH 
SPIRITS, MILDRED ARMSTRONG KALISH 

FBCR BOOK CLUB   

The book for February is The 

Little Heathens: Hard Times and 

High Spirits by Mildred Armstrong 

Kalish.  The author tells of 

growing up on her grandparents’ 

Iowa farm during the depths of 

the Great Depression. She shares 

feelings and experiences that are 

joyful and exciting. She says, “It 

was quite a romp.” Please join us in the Library 

for our discussion on Tuesday, February 25 at 

11:30 AM. 

 

Need for the month January is  

Please contribute to the  
“Souper Bowl of Caring” 

 

Help out our children by contributing to their 
food drive.  We seek Macaroni & Cheese, Tuna, 
Pasta Sauce, Peanut Butter, and Meat Entrées 
(like Chef Boyardee canned pastas with meat 

and Dinty Moore stew.) 

 
Congregational Meeting 

March 15, 2020, immediately following worship 

Agenda items: 

Associate Pastor Search Committee Election  

Once and For All, allocation of funds to fund 


