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 On any given Sunday morning at FBC worshipers experience a powerful symbol that makes 
a bold proclamation. Most of the time that symbol is scarcely noticed and when it is, it is often 
taken for granted. It happens when a person, usually a member of the congregation, carries a 
small cup and plate down the center of the church and places them on a table at the front. The 
plate, cup, and the table itself are all powerful images, but they are not the oft-overlooked symbol 
I write about now. The lesser noticed image continues when that same person later steps behind a 
lectern to read a piece of the sacred story. Yes, the Bible is a powerful image in its own right, but 
still not the image I want to draw your attention to at the moment. The image I hope you will 
notice is also found in our service when people pass out bread and wine (juice really) on the first 
Sunday of every month and when someone leads the congregation in reading a collective litany. I 
would be remiss to call it the most powerful image in worship, as no single symbol may bear that 
right. I think though, it is the most distinctively Baptist of all the images. 

 You may well know that Baptists have long been fiercely independent people who cobble 
together fiercely independent congregations. That independence goes back a bit over 400 years to 
the moments often recognized as the beginning of the Baptist movement, but believe it or not, 
independence was not, in itself, one of the seminal ideas. It was a means to an end. A second 
thought in making way for primary thoughts. 

 History suggests that the first Baptists were those members of the Church of England who 
became critical of the church for not separating far enough from the Roman Catholic tradition 
during and following the Protestant Reformation. The fact that the church continued to baptize 
infants rather than older children and adults following cognizant conversion was one of the primary 
sticking points, but in order to follow their own beliefs church members had to separate from the 
church. Four hundred years ago, the church was considered to be universal. One could not simply 
drive an extra block and find another church to attend. Separating required careful and considered 
theological reasoning. 
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 In order to uphold their right to believe and practice the things that were on their own 
conscience rather than what they were told, they had to assert that congregations were rightly 
independent. In order to argue that congregations were independent, they had to argue that the 
individuals who made up the congregations were free to approach God on their own behalf and to 
arrive at their own beliefs. They didn’t need a priest of the church to stand in for them before God. 
They were their own priests. That belief became known as the “priesthood of all believers.” 

 Baptists aren’t the only Christians who believe in the priesthood of all believers, but we 
certainly emphasize it. In fact, while most of the doctrinal issues that have caused Baptists to seek 
independence through the centuries have ebbed and flowed in importance, our belief in the right 
and responsibility to resolve them on our own footing has never waivered. We are a fiercely 
independent people who need no one to stand between us and God. Yes, Baptists train and call 
professional clergy, but only as a way of having a few folks around with the time and gifts to spend 
in aiding the rest of the congregation in matters of biblical interpretation, theology, church 
governance, etc. Baptist clergy are spiritually and organizationally on the same footing as the rest 
of the congregation, leaders among peers. 

 That’s the symbol we often overlook in worship. The person. We see the cup and plate as 
they’re passed, but we think little of the person doing the passing. We hear the Bible as it is read, 
but we assume that the reader is just a kind soul who signed up to take the chore for the week. 
Not so. Those individuals who volunteer to read, set the table, serve communion, or in some other 
way lead in worship are not just people willing to chip in. They are the manifestation of humanity’s 
ability to stand before God on our own. They are symbols of independence. They are bold 
proclaimers of a truth too often taken for granted. 

 I wonder, would you be willing to take such a bold stand? Consider signing up to read, serve, 
or lead on the vitality table or let me know you’re interested at brent@fbcrochester.net. 

Pastor Brent Bowden 

MID-YEAR REVIEW OF 2018 

TRUSTEES UPDATE 

 
 

We thank the congregation for their ongoing support in our 200th year.  We have had a successful 
neighborhood picnic and look forward to our celebratory weekend, from October 5 through 7, 2018. 
If you have not had the chance, we would encourage you to join our 200 Club in support of the 
special events we are having this year. 

As stated in January, we expect to have a deficit at the end of December.  This now looks smaller 
than originally projected.  As of June 30, our expenses and income are equal. Currently our income 
is $5000 less than anticipated, but our expenses are running $15,000 below budget.  

By year-end, we now expect a deficit of between $10,000 and $15,000, better than the $18,000 we 
had budgeted.  We have set aside funds from a monthly fee we receive to hold our land sale 
contract in place.  These funds will exceed closing costs needs.  Placed in a dedicated account, they 
may be used to help offset our 2018 projected deficit. The less we need, the more we will have to 
assist with our facility/campus needs. 

We want to emphasize that all church programs and ministries should continue as they 
have budgeted through the year and no reduction in our outreach plans should occur. 
 

The trustees are faced with a number of building challenges which we will be sharing with the 
congregation,as more information arises in the second half of 2018.  Two issues which demand 
immediate attend are: 

Drainage- we have had for a number of years a problem with rainwater not draining away from the 
building and seeping into the basement of the sanctuary, thus creating potential structural 
foundation issues in the basement and pools of water outside in the gardens. Through several 
repairs, we have reduced but not eliminated the issue. The original building plans did not have 
adequate downspouts. We plan to add increased drainage in August and believe that this step will 
solve our problem. We plan to use some of the land sale contract money to cover this immediate 
need. 

Windows- In 1999/ 2000 the sanctuary, garden room, parlor, offices, and nursery were 
renovated including new windows.  We have recently discovered that 25 of these windows are 
failing. The bottom sashes have completely or partially rotted. We are meeting with representatives 
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OUR COMMUNITY 

 

In August we continue to collect Spaghetti 
Sauce  (plastic jars preferred) and canned Fruit.  
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Celebrate Alan Newton and his tenure 
as Executive Minister of the Rochester 
Genesee Region of the American 
Baptist Churches USA in a very special 
service of worship and reception 6 PM, 
Friday, September 21. Sign up on the 
Vitality Table.  

Twelve participants from the church marched in 
this year’s pride parade held on Saturday, July 
21st.  These marchers celebrated the LGTBQ+ 
community walking, strolling, and riding.  Thank 
you marchers for representing First Baptist - 
Rochester with our sister AWAB churches.   
 

FIRST PRIDE WORSHIP 
 

First Baptist Church and other 
area AWAB churches 
(Immanuel, Lake Avenue, York 
Baptist) came together for the 
first annual Pride Weekend 
Worship, on Sunday, July  at 
4 PM in Immanuel Baptist 
Church.  We celebrated, in the 
spirit of pride week, inclusivity 
and diversity with our fellow 
Baptists. 

 Reaching out to Others 

 Trustees Mid-year Review continued… 

of the manufacturer, as it is our opinion that this is a manufacturing problem. That said we may not  

have any warranty coverage and costly replacements or repairs will be needed.  At the same time 
the windows in the Education Wing/Hubbell Hall which are almost 60 years old need replacement.  
Many do not shut properly. We have had bids from three companies but have reached no final 
decision. The total cost to replace the Education Wing/Hubbell Hall windows is expected to be more 
than $100,000. 

Although these seem like very large challenges, we have been blessed with the many members 
who have gone before us and have contributed to the long-term viability of our facilities through 
various capital campaigns.  These projects, we feel are important projects to ensure we maintain 
our physical building and to keep it around for a long time.  Did you know we currently aid fifteen 
self-help and support groups/programs who meet on our campus and serve our community?  This 
is a significant mission our facility provides to our community.  Our plan going forward is to 
evaluate all of our facilities and campus needs to insure we will be able to continue to serve them 
and our congregation well into the future.  We will keep you updated on our needs and as a capital 
campaign develops.  Please feel free to contact any trustee for more information. 

A summit-style conversation about 
Children’s Ministry at First Baptist will 
be held on Sunday, August 26 
immediately following worship. The 
discussion will be an opportunity for 
all congregational leaders, families 
with children, and any other 
interested persons to reflect on this 

most lively area of FBC’s overall ministry and to share 
ideas and vision for the years to come. Lunch and 
childcare will be provided. Please express your interest 
in attending on the Vitality Table sign-up sheet. 

 Calendar Information Needed 

We are asking each ministry team and church group to 
submit to the church office the dates of meetings, 
activities, or events throughout the coming year.  
Please submit by 8/31 by using the Calendar Request 
Form.  These forms are located in the office, on the 
Vitality Table, or you can get an electronic version by 
contacting us in the church office.  Please submit to 
the church office via the “In box” located on the small 
round table or by email to office@rochesterfbc.org. 
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 GOINGS ON 
Occurrences of Interest                                             

Wednesday, August 1 
Worship, 10:30 AM 
Mission, 4:30 PM 
Kindred Hearts, 5:30 PM 
 

Sunday, August 5 
Worship, 10:00 AM 
Fellowship, 11:00 AM 
Music Committee Meeting, 11:30 AM 
 

Sunday, August 12 
Worship, Outdoor Worship, 10:00 AM 
Fellowship, 11:00 AM 
Council Brief Gathering 11:30 AM 
 

Monday, August 13 
Trustees Meeting, 6:00 PM 
Welcome & Affirm Meeting, 7:00 PM 
 

Sunday, August 19 
Worship, 10:00 AM 
Fellowship, 11:00 AM 
 

Monday, August 20 
Council Meeting, 6:00 PM 
 

Wednesday, August 22 
What If...What Next!?, 5:30 PM 
 

Sunday, August 26 
Worship, 10:00 AM 
Fellowship, 11:00 AM 
Children's Summit, 11:15 AM 
 

Monday, August 27 
Library Meeting, 9:30 AM 
Jubilee Planning Team Meeting, 4:30 PM 
 

Tuesday, August 28 
FBC Book Club, 11:30 AM 
 

 

Brighton Coalition’s Habitat build or remodel will take 
place within the next three years.  Please look and 
listen for further details as the time approaches.  We 
will be seeking volunteers.   

 

Save the Dates 

 

READERS’ CHOICE 

FBCR BOOK CLUB 

The FBC Book Club will meet 
on Tuesday, August 28, at 
11:30 AM in the church library. 
It will be a “Readers’ Choice” 

meeting. Each person will report on one or more 
books that may interest the others. Please feel free 
to join us; bring a sandwich, if you wish. 

HABITAT BUILD 
FALL MISSION PROJECT 

Welcome Home Weekend 
 

October 5, 6:30 PM, Reception 
October 6, 10:00 AM, Open House Tour  

October 6, 6:30 PM, Banquet 
October 7, 10:00 AM, Worship with 

Communion and Reception 

Dear Friends, 

 Thank you for your generous gift of $240.00 
to Bacone College.  Your support lays an important 
part in helping to sustain Bacone and ensure we 
are able to provide for and sufficiently grow to 
meet the needs of our students.  With your help, 
we are able to provide much needed scholarship 
dollars to our students, allowing them to focus on 
their education. 

 We are grateful for your generosity, your 
trust, and most importantly, your commitment to 
our mission.  On behalf of the Bacone College 
community, thank you for your generous 
contribution!   

Sharing your pride in Bacone, 
 
Marcia Taylor 
Office of Development 

Don’t forget to submit your photos for the directory 
(portraits and candid church photos) to pho-

tos@fbcrochester.net. 

Dinner and Discussion 
August 22, 2018 
5:30 - 8:00 PM 

 

We will continue our discussion 
on our What If program and 

begin to think about What Next. 
 

Sign up on Vitality Table. 
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