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Pastor’s Commentary
I would like to invite you to join me on a pilgrimage.
For centuries pilgrims of many faiths have asked their feet to lead their hearts as they travel to
places of spiritual importance like Jerusalem, Mecca, or the Cathedral de Santiago de Compostela.
Worshipers have chosen to undertake such a trip for a number of reasons: to help make a difficult
decision, to improve health, to process grief or major life change, to draw closer to God, or simply to
prove they could do it. Almost without fail those who have risked the venture have learned that the
journey itself is invariably more transformative than the destination.

If you find yourself or the world around you in need of transformation, a pilgrimage might be just
the tool you need to open your eyes and your heart and your whole self to the redemptive presence
of God. So let me invite you to join First Baptist Church of Rochester on a sacred journey without
even needing to leave Rochester. We set out on Ash Wednesday, March 6 at 6:00 PM in the
sanctuary here at First Baptist Church. You’ll be formally invited during a service that begs us to
recognize and embrace our own vulnerability, to spend your next 40 days (not counting Sundays)
journeying toward the cross through the adoption of meaningful spiritual practices. Sundays and
Wednesday evenings will serve as guideposts for us on our trip where we will find our way together
in prayer singing, and the reading of scripture. We will spend time worshipping in the way of the
monastic community in Taize, France; we’ll walk the labyrinth together (a pilgrimage in an evening);
and we’ll use film and literature to learn more about the meaning of pilgrimage.
During the final week of the journey, our pilgrimage will intensify. On Saturday, April 13, those
who choose to will embark together on an all day journey to places significant to the work of justice
here in Rochester. This trip will be as inclusive of all people as possible, but it will be a challenge for
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everyone. Our bodies, hearts, and minds will be stretched as we make the trip in solidarity with
those who have to rely on the Rochester public transit system. Our pilgrimage will be by bus. We
will have to help one another. We will struggle together and pray together and finally enjoy a meal
together at the completion of the journey.
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Then on Palm Sunday, April 14, we will step into Holy Week with a collective reading of the
passion narrative before baring the sanctuary for a stark week of worship. That Thursday, our
pilgrimage will carry us at last to the cross as we physically remember the events of the last
supper and the crucifixion of Jesus. We will be joined in this service by our friends from Immanuel
Baptist Church.
Then, at long last, the conclusion of Holy Weekend will bring the culmination of our journey as
we raise our Hallelujahs once more on Easter Sunday morning.
Our pilgrimage shouldn’t be easy, but it also shouldn’t be confusing. So look for informational
handouts with the times and locations of the important moments of our journey and more detailed
information on the Rochester Pilgrimage as it becomes available. Finally, in order to prepare
ourselves for the journey, to answer any lingering questions you might have, and to begin our
exploration of what pilgrimage is all about, join me for a discussion of the Martin Sheen film, The
Way, which is set on the pilgrimage trail, The Camino De Santiago in Spain. You’ll want to screen
the film ahead of time, either at one of two on-campus screenings at FBC or perhaps at home or
with friends before we meet for discussion on Wednesday, February 27 at 6 PM (the film is
available for rent or purchase on iTunes, Amazon Prime, Google Play, and YouTube).
That’s it, if you can’t remember anything else from this invitation, just remember two things:


Save the date, Saturday, April 13 to join us for our pilgrimage through Rochester.



See the film, The Way, starring Martin Sheen before joining us for conversation at 6 PM
on Wednesday, February 27 here on campus at First Baptist Church. We’ll go over the
rest of the pilgrimage that night.

I hope you’ll consider joining me on this pilgrimage in March.
Peace for your Journey.

Pastor Brent

PILGRIMAGE
Our pilgrimage begins with a
screening of The Way starring
Martin Sheen
Tuesday, February 26, 6:00 PM
Viewing The Way, FBCR Parlor
Children will view their own movie

Wednesday, March 6, 6:00 PM
Ash Wednesday Service and
beginning of pilgrimage
Sunday, March 10, 10:00 AM
First Sunday of Lent Worship

Taize Worship
Sunday, April 7, 10:00 AM
Fifth Sunday of Lent Worship
Wednesday, April 10, 6:00 PM
Walking the Labyrinth

Saturday, April 13

Wed., February 27, 3:45 PM
Wednesday, March 13, 6:00 PM Rochester Pilgrimage
Viewing The Way, FBCR Parlor
Introduction to the Labyrinth
9:00 AM to ~8:00 PM
Please sign up on the Vitality Table
(Children are invited to join us)
Sunday, March 17, 10:00 AM
or http://bit.ly/pilgrimage19
Second Sunday of Lent Worship
HOLY WEEK
Alternative: Consider screening The
Wed., March 20, 6:00 PM
Way in your home, perhaps with a
Taize Worship
Sunday, April 14, 10:00 AM
group of friends. Available through
various online outlets.
PALM SUNDAY WORSHIP
Sunday, March 24, 10:00 AM
Please plan to attend a screening
Third Sunday of Lent Worship
Thursday, April 18, 6:00 PM
or view the film on your own
HOLY WEEK SERVICE
before 2/27 at 6:00 PM, then join
Wednesday, March 27, 6:00 PM
Holy Week Service with friends
us for a conversation.
Walking the Labyrinth
from Immanuel Baptist Church.
Wed., February 27, 6:00 PM
Sunday, March 31, 10:00 AM
Please sign up at the Vitality Table
Discussion, FBCR Chapel
Fourth Sunday of Lent Worship
Faith and Film discussion of The
Sunday, April 21, 10:00 AM
Way starring Martin Sheen
Wednesday, April 3, 6:00 PM
EASTER MORNING WORSHIP
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OUR COMMUNITY
Reaching out to Others

RMMO OFFERING
SOUPER BOWL OF CARING

Retired Ministers and Missionaries

Help our children with their food drive: Soup,
Fruit, Tuna, Peanut Butter, or Mac ‘n Cheese!

This offering has concluded but we will accept
your gifts on Sundays and in the church office
until February 15.

Sunday, February 3, 11:30 AM
Section Leader Recital and
Luncheon
Join us in Hubbell Hall after worship for a
coffee-house style performance by our
talented Eastman School vocal section
leaders. Potluck lunch to follow.
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Please bring a dish to pass.

Sunday, February 10, 9:30 AM
Jazz ‘N Jeans Combo followed
by Worship with
the Bob Sneider Trio

t is with deep
gratitude and
appreciation that I
thank my church
family for your well
wishes, hugs, tears, cards, notes, flowers, and prayers
during my Dad’s time in hospice and his recent death.
You are an amazing group of caring individuals.

We welcome back this well-known and
talented trio of musicians as our featured
performers for a casual, uplifting, and jazzfilled worship service!

I was recently asked to describe the church in one
word. I used “Home.” You are truly my family and
with you I have found a home. Thank you for sharing
this time with me.

Coffee Bar and Jazz Combo Set starting at
9:30 AM, followed by Worship at 10:00 AM.

Blessings,

Friday, February 22, 7:30 PM
Eastman Organ Department
Recital

There are many levels of
involvement in the life of church.
You may be one who volunteers
for a leadership role, as a study
leader, or even sings in the
choir. There are other ways you might help. One
option we hope you will consider is to assist with
Fellowship by providing a few treats on one or two
Sundays a year. Another way to help is to serve or
clean up after a funeral reception or possibly greet
and provide coffee and snacks to special guests
visiting our church. There are various small tasks
where it would take very little commitment, but would
be of great help. Please consider signing your name to
a list on the Vitality Table to be considered for these
short-term tasks. You will be contacted by Marilyn
McClellan soon or you can call her at 586-9074 to
discuss various options and ways you can help.

A special opportunity to hear great young
organists perform a variety of great organ
repertoire on a great organ! Don’t miss this
free concert by Eastman students—including
our own beloved organist, Julian Petrallia!!

Monday,
December 24,

Does your Missional Community have a health
component? Check out http://www.thegrhf.org/
funding/community-health-grants for possible grant

5:00 PM

funding through Greater Rochester Health Foundation.
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GOINGS ON

ELDERGARTEN

FEBRURARY 21, 2019 at 12:00 PM

Occurrences of Interest

Sunday, February 3
Worship, 10:00 – 11 AM
Section Leader Recital/Coffee House - Fellowship & 2nd Hour
Potluck (following recital)
Wednesday, February 6
Missions Meeting, 4:00 – 5:30 PM
Brown Bag - 5:30 – 6:00 PM
Study, 6:00 – 7:15 PM
Adult Choir, 7:15 – 8:45 PM

WHERE WERE YOU IN 1959?
The speaker for our February 21st Eldergarten
luncheon will be Audrey Johnson, long-time Historian
for The Town of Pittsford. Her topic will be WHERE
WERE YOU IN 1959? It will be fun to look back on the
many changes made since then.
Join us for lunch at 12:00 PM. Soup, desert and
beverage will be provided. Sign up on the Vitality
table if you can join us.

FBCR BOOK CLUB

Sunday, February 10, Souper Bowl of
Caring Food Drive
Worship – Jazz ‘n Jeans, 10:00 – 11:00 AM
Fellowship, 11:00 – 11:30 AM - with our
children and Souper Bowl Cups of Soup

THE SOUL OF AMERICA
The FBC Book Club will meet on
Tuesday, February 26 at 11:30 AM
in the church library. The book for
discussion will be The Soul of
America by Jon Meacham.
Everyone is invited; bring a
sandwich if you wish.

Monday, February 11
Trustees Meeting, 6:00 – 8:00 PM
Welcome & Affirm Meeting, 7:00 – 8:30 PM
Wednesday, February 13
Brown Bag Fellowship, 5:30 – 6:00 PM
Study, 6:00 – 7:15 PM
Adult Choir, 7:15 – 8:45 PM
Sunday, February 17
Worship, 10:00 – 11:00 AM
Fellowship, 11:00 – 11:30 AM
Forum, 11:30 AM – 12:15 PM

Monday, February 18
Council Meeting,* 6:00 – 8:00 PM*
Wednesday, February 20
Brown Bag Fellowship, 5:30 - 6:00 PM
Study, 6:00 – 7:15 PM
Adult Choir, 7:15 – 8:45 PM

Souper Bowl of Caring Food Drive
Led by our School-Age Children

We are in need of food items and
money$$$ this Sunday through
February 10. Our goal: 1,000
items. Next Sunday 2/ 10, the
kids and the Christian Ed Team will
host our “Souper” Fellowship.
Our current count is 97 (only
1/10th of need.) Won’t you please
help our children’s (pre-youth) first
drive be successful?
We seek Soup, Tuna, Peanut Butter, Fruit,
and Mac ’n Cheese! Won’t you contribute?

Thursday, February 21
Eldergarten, 12:00 – 2:00 PM
Friday, February 22
Eastman Organ Recital, 7:30 PM
Sunday, February 24
Worship, 10:00 – 11 AM
Fellowship, 11:00 – 11:30 AM
Forum, 11:30 AM – 12:15 PM

Wednesday, February 27
The Way Screening,* 3:45 - 5:30 PM*
Study, 6:00 – 7:15 PM
Adult Choir, 7:15 – 8:45 PM

Dear Rev. Bowden and First Baptist Church,
Thank you for supporting International
Ministries and Heritage Christian Services with
you donation of $200.00. Your contribution helps
fund the mission trips to Guatemala where
volunteers help build homes and distribute
wheelchairs.
Since 2001, proceeds from our A Second
Thought Resale Shop have helped fund our
international mission work. We continue to
explore new ways to grow Heritage Christian’s
ministry: “To serve all of God’s created children.”
Thank you for your dedication to people
with disabilities.

* Childcare is available upon request in advance. Please
contact Janet at fbcrjanet@gmail.com.

Sincerely,
Lida Merrill, Director of Spiritual Life

Monday, February 25
Library Meeting, 9:30 – 11:30 AM
Tuesday, February 26
FBC Book Club, 11:30 AM – 1:30 PM
The Way Screening,* 6:00 - 8:00 PM*
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