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Pastor’s Commentary
I’ve never really understood it to tell you the truth. I’ve been party to so many conversations in and
around so many churches during the early summer, lamenting the months ahead. Those
conversations have almost always revolved around attendance. It is no secret that virtually all
churches – save those that are steps from some beach somewhere – wane in attendance during the
summer. My experience has proven that to be true, to a degree, and I understand why that
generates a bit of anxiety. It is easier for worship to be a fuller, richer experience in a room full of
worshipers, than one with a few empty pews. Churches also operate on shared resources. If many
of the faithful aren’t around, in the summertime, to share said resources, budget meetings can be
worrisome. I see those anxieties, and, I confess, I’ve felt them, but these are unnecessary and
maybe even counterproductive concerns. Worship isn’t intended to reach new heights of emotion
every week. In fact, the week in/week out consistency of practice, even through times that aren’t
quite as celebratory as others, may well be one of the greatest strengths of collective worship. If
God’s grace has been celebrated in corporate worship through times of turmoil and chaos, we would
have a hard time even imagining it not being present through the summer. It will take more than a
few gaps among the pews in June, July, and August to squelch the praise of God. And, if God turned
water into wine and kept the oil jar from running dry, then God can use the careful planning of our
dedicated Trustees and Council to keep the coffers from running dry. No, summer doesn’t scare me.
I’ve never really understood the lament.
In fact, I’m grateful for the summer months. The slower pace of activity acts as something of a
sabbath season for our staff and committees. We have an opportunity to catch our breath, review
the program year, and look ahead to what comes next with fresh eyes and rested minds. I’m
certainly grateful for that, but my gratitude goes further. Those emptier-than-usual pews I
mentioned – I’m actually grateful for them. If you’re wedded to the idea that the measure of a
church’s success is a head count or if you’re a budget hawk, you might need to take a minute, at
this point, and breathe deeply a few times before reading on. I didn’t misspeak. I really am grateful
for the emptier pews.
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Don’t get me wrong. I love this community. I love YOU dearly—and I cherish the moments we
spend together in worship and fellowship, but, the absences we see in the pews does mean
something. It means many among us are traveling this summer. Some of you will be going on
deeply needed vacations. Others of you will take advantage of the season to travel—to take care
of vocational responsibilities or family needs. You’ll rest up or experience some adventure; you’ll
learn something new or foster new or enriched relationships—and when you’ve finished your
journey, you will be back among us. The experiences you’ve had will inform your life going
forward, a life you’ve chosen to share with us! How fortunate are we to benefit from the cultural
imports that will travel back from so many places! I can’t wait to hear your stories.
If you are traveling this summer, you’ll also carry with you the particular brand of love for the
world that comes from being part of FBCR. I f in your travels, you should find yourself
among another worshipping community, please convey greetings from their siblings-in-faith in
Rochester. Or perhaps your travels will not carry you to worship but instead you will drink deeply
of the experiences God provides you and consider that your act of worship. Pass the love fostered
here to all those you encounter. The rest of us will be joyful in knowing that the love made known
in this place is being spread afar and that the love made known in other places is coming back
with you.
Let me invite you to share your summer journey with the rest of the congregation. Throughout
the summer months, we will have a white board for anyone who will be away, for a week, a
month, or the entire summer, to let the rest of the congregation know where you’ll be and what
you’ll be up to. If you would like to post a picture of yourself/your family, your destination, or an
itinerary of your trip, there will be magnets available for hanging those things. If you’re nowhere
near that prepared, just use one of the available markers or pens to write a bit about where
you’re headed and when you’ll be gone. This will give us all a sense of our togetherness, even as
we travel.
Of course, you may not be away at all this summer. Worry not. Even if things are a bit slower and
even if our population is thinner for a while, you will still find a welcoming and hearty
congregation together each Sunday, and a time or two between. I look forward to seeing you
when I do—and sending you with prayers when I don’t.
Traveling Mercies, dear ones.

Pastor Brent
As part of the service on June 9 we will be recognizing those among
and around FBC who are graduating this year. If you or someone you
love is graduating from any level or form of education we’d like to
know so they can be mentioned by name during the service. Please
submit their name, school of graduation, degree or diploma received,
and a very brief summary of next plans to pastor Brent in written
form or at brent@fbcrochester.net by mid-day Wednesday, June 5.

FIRST BAPTIST’S FAITH IN ACTION 2019 HONOREES
Marge Forth w as a force of motivational
compassion. She served in a number of
leadership positions formal and otherwise at
First Baptist Church most recently Clerk of the
Church Council and a member of the Welcoming
and Affirming Committee. Her work made us a
better organization, but her compassion made us
better people and a better church. She cared for
all people, but had a particular sense of concern
for those at the margins of society. Her
generosity and relentless pursuit of justice made
a difference in the lives of a countless many
throughout the city of Rochester. Marge is a true
testimony to the power of resurrection. Though
we lost her on February 28, 2019 the
redemptive love of God continues to be made
known by her memory and legacy.

Don Hawbecker is a constant at First
Baptist Church. He has helped equip many for
faithful service through his many years serving
on and chairing the Christian Education
Committee. He has also kept our facilities lovely
and fragrant by tending to the plants in and
around the building. As a member of the
Welcoming and Affirming Committee though,
Don lives out what we believe to be his richest
calling – to be a welcoming presence in the
midst of a harsh and unwelcoming world. This
welcome is broadcast in equal parts by his
advocacy for and with the LGBTQ+ community
and his broad smile and hearty laugh on Sunday
mornings (and Wednesdays…and usually a time
or two between).
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OUR COMMUNITY
Reaching out, Serving within

The Crisis Nursery and
Owen's House, two
programs of the Center for
Youth, provide emergency
child care for babies and children when
their families are in crisis.

Need for the month is

Peanut Butter

Both the Crisis Nursery and Owen's House are
currently looking for additional volunteers. If
you like to hold babies, then this job is for you!

ABC/USA
Special Offering
in June

Volunteers need to be at least 16 years old.
Summertime shifts are available for high school
students.
Volunteers 18 and over will need to pass a
background check with NYS and provide
references.

Through One Great Hour of Sharing we are
creating, together, a world where families have
access to clean water, education and medical
care — where they can find new homes without
persecution; it is a world where there is shalom.
And you are making that possible. You are
making what God imagines for this world a
reality. Thank you for your generous gifts to
One Great Hour of Sharing. Together we are
transforming lives in ways that are more than
we can imagine. We will accept your gifts
throughout the month of June.

Training will also be provided. There is an
online sign-up for all shifts, so there is a lot of
flexibility for the volunteer. The shifts are
generally 4 hours. Perfect for retired teachers,
nurses, anyone who loves children!
For more information on volunteering at the
Crisis Nursery or Owen's House, please contact
Kathy Cummins, kcummins@centerforyouth.net
or 585-473-2464.

Our summer season is quickly approaching--the adult choir sang its
last choral anthem on May 19. So, David Labman is extending an
invitation to any and all members of the congregation to participate
in the summer music program. Solos, duets, or trios - vocal or
instrumental - are all welcome. Also, if you prefer singing in a small
group, we will be organizing both a women's and a men's ensemble.
Look soon for the sign-up sheet on the vitality table.

Don't be shy--you got this!

Projects Around the Church

Habitat
Renovation
Underway

We are seeking individuals to help us
around the church with a few outside
chores to prepare the grounds for the
spring. If you enjoy being outside, like
giving back to the church, and are willing
to help with weeding, pruning, or
trimming in the church courtyard or other
church beds, please see a trustee or
check in at the church office for specific
tasks which need to be completed.
Thanks!

There is a great need
for volunteers. Sign-up is online at:
https://give.rochesterhabitat.org/ge/
brighton2019. Simply click on the
“VOLUNTEER” box. That will take you to a
listing of available times. Contact Gene
Tiesler at 544-8287 with questions.
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GOINGS ON

BAPTIST NIGHT

August 9th

Occurrences of Interest

Baptists at
the
Ball Field

Sunday, June 2
One Great Hour of Sharing Offering begins
Worship, 10;00 AM
Fellowship, 11:10 AM

We've been invited
to join Greece
Baptist Church at
a ball game on
Friday, August 9th against Louisville.
Tickets are $8 and the night includes
fireworks after the game. Sign up at the
Vitality Table if you are interested.

Tuesday, June 4
Faith In Action Banquet, 5:30 PM
Burgundy Basin Inn, Marsh Road
Honoring Marge Forth and Don Hawbecker
Wednesday, June 5
Mission/Outreach Meeting, 4:00 PM
No Wednesday Programs until September
Sunday, June 9
Graduation Sunday
Worship, 10:00 AM
Fellowship, 11:10 AM

American Baptist Home Mission Societies
(ABHMS)
May, 2019
In response to recent Midwest flooding,
ABHMS has released $25,000 in One Great Hour
of Sharing disaster-relief grants, on behalf of
American Baptist Churches USA. ABC of
Nebraska received $10,000, while Mid-American
Baptist Churches of Iowa and Minnesota, ABC of
Wisconsin, and ABC of the Dakotas each received
$5,000.

Monday, June 10
Trustees Meeting, 6:00 PM canceled
Welcoming & Affirming Meeting, 7:00 PM
Fellowship, 11:10 AM
Monday, June 17
Council Meeting, 6:00 PM

Throughout June giving envelopes will be
in our pews so that we may continue to support
these kinds of Christian support.

Tuesday, June 18
Staff Meeting, 10:30 AM
Sunday, June 23
Worship, 10:00 AM
Fellowship, 11:10 AM

Thank you.
Mission/Outreach Team

FBCR BOOK CLUB

Tuesday, June 25
FBC Book Club, 11:30 AM

DAVE BARRY OR OTHER HUMORIST’S BOOK

Sunday, June 30
Worship, 10:00 AM
Fellowship, 11:10 AM

The FBC Book Club will meet on
the fourth Tuesday, June 25, at
11:30 AM in the church library.
The choice this month will be a
book by Dave Barry or any other
humorist. Everyone is invited;
bring a sandwich if you wish.
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