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ALL!

Pastor’s Commentary
Well, hello!

(Click image to hear)

It was so wonderful and heartening to see so many new and familiar faces among us
for Easter Sunday worship. It was particularly heartening to see the way the congregation
on the whole responded to one particular visitor. Churches, ours included, tend to develop a
certain culture, particular customs, a way of doing things. Those who have never been a
part of worship in a particular congregation before may feel a bit awkward in figuring out
when to stand, when to sit, how communion works, and the like. A warm and inviting
congregation will find ways to minimize the need for such know-how; where it is felt
meaningful or important they will communicate the norms clearly for the comfort of first
time worshipers; and in the last, should someone “get it wrong” people will respond with
grace and good humor.
I am so proud of you, FBC, for being so kind and welcoming on Easter Sunday. We
had a visitor among us who was among us for the first time in worship (as far as we know).
He was a bit disoriented by the service and struggled to follow our typical sense of
decorum. We don’t typically run the aisles of the sanctuary during prayers, hymns, and the
sermon as to do so might be distracting to other worshipers. When our guest did so, we
took notice, but despite our discomfort, we were able to find a meaningful experience in
worship anyway. Even when he joined me in the pulpit near the end of the sermon, we
were able to greet that unusual situation with poise and we moved right into communion –
our most poignant image of the inclusion of all. Well done, friends.
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I confess I have prayed for God to continually stretch our understanding of the word
“all”, when it comes to the inclusion of all. We are a well-intended church in that regard.
We profess that all aspects of our church life are inclusive of all and we get really specific
when necessary. Because the universal church in general and our denomination in specific
have been so damagingly exclusive toward LGBTQ+ persons, we’ve adopted a formal
welcome for those within that community specifically. Even so, to remain an open and
fully inclusive church we will always ask ourselves who might not feel welcome and we
will work to make our facilities, our worship, our fellowship, and all of our practices more
welcoming. Part of that work is to continually try to imagine who might be impacted by
the way we do things at FBC. I’m sad to say that I’m not sure we had imagined the
possibility of a visitor like the one we had on Easter Sunday, but I’m proud to say that I
think we adjusted beautifully and found great delight in his being with us.
Our facilities didn’t seem to be an issue for him as he moved about them with
unusual speed, so though we’ve always imagined our guests to be of the two-legged
variety it appears we are well equipped for four-legged worshippers, too. I pray that we
are already welcoming to those of many hues and we’re trying to be faithful in our
response to the hatred currently being propagated around the world. Even so, I don’t
think we considered it possible that we might have a gray worshipper with us. No matter,
he, fondly named Christos, was made to feel a part. He stuck around for our fellowship
time and I believe he was offered more than one snack and met a number of FBC regulars
with delight. He did struggle a bit opening the door when he felt it was time, but there
were plenty of folks around to help him with that and they bid him farewell as he scurried
out into the courtyard.
There is one thing we could’ve done a bit better I think. There was some question
as to his identity. Perhaps he didn’t want to be particularly forthcoming and that would be
ok, but one’s species is a such an important part of who one is that it would be good for
us to check in with Christos should he decide to visit again. Some thought he was a
mouse. Others were certain he was a vole. Some say it doesn’t matter at all: we don’t see
species. I think that’s misguided. Species is a thing given to us by God - a beautiful part
of our individuality and diversity. Our hope is not to welcome Christos in spite of or even
regardless of who he is, but rather to welcome him in his full identity to the degree he
wishes to be known.
I’m proud of you FBC. There are places where Christos might feel more comfortable
and enjoy the customs more, and that is perfectly ok. If he should decide to join us again
though, I hope we’ll be just as prepared to welcome him and get to know him even
better. I pray all who join us in worship or in any phase of ministry at FBC will be greeted
with just as much acceptance and just as much delight!

Rev. Brent Bowden, pastor
Our Children’s
Choir prepares
to perform

SPECIAL OFFERING
America For Christ Offering

We hope you will enjoy
seeing our children,
ages 2 & up, perform on
May 12th and June 9th. They have
been rehearsing for several months now
and are ready to show you what they have
learned. Our children practice most
Sundays following Church from 11:10 to
11:30 AM with Mr. Labman (and one or
more leaders) in the choir room in the
Education Wing.

Thank you for your generous donations
to the America For Christ offering. We
are pleased to inform you that we have
sent $695 to ABC USA’s special offering
on your behalf.
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OUR COMMUNITY
Reaching out, Serving within

Habitat
Renovation
Underway

Need for the month is

Pasta Sauce and Tuna

There is a great need
for volunteers. Sign-up is online at:
https://give.rochesterhabitat.org/ge/
brighton2019. Simply click on the
“VOLUNTEER” box. That will take you to a
listing of available times. Contact Gene
Tiesler at 544-8287 with questions.

On Mother's Day, May 12th, the
Remington Hubbell Circle will be
sponsoring Church World Service Blanket
Sunday. Envelopes for your contributions will be in the pews marked for
"Church World Service" Blanket Sunday
Offering. Each blanket costs only $10.00
and we would like to provide as many as
possible to give to people in need. Last
year over 174,000 CWS blankets were
distributed throughout the world.

Projects Around the Church
We are seeking individuals to help us around
the church with a few outside chores to
prepare the grounds for the spring. If you
enjoy being outside, like giving back to the
church, and are willing to help with weeding,
pruning, or trimming in the church courtyard
or other church beds, please see a trustee or
check in at the church office for specific
tasks which need to be completed. Thanks!

Jazz ‘n Jeans Sunday w ill be held on May 5, 2019.
Dress comfortably, come early, grab a coffee, tea, or juice
and listen to the jazz-stylings of David Labman and friends
beginning at 9:30 AM. This concludes our Jazz ‘n Jeans
services for the program year.

Please join us on Sunday, May 12 for a special Fellowship
hosted by the Music Committee in honor of several church musicians who will be leaving
FBCR: Hannah Carroll – alto, Tyler Cervini – tenor, and Julian Petrallia – organ. This will
be their last Sunday, so please plan to stop in and wish them well!
Addiction 101 Lecture Series:

Seeking Power Tools

Asbury First United Methodist
1050 East Avenue

The church has a special project to repair
our casement windows. The bottom sash on
many of the windows installed during our
1999 renovation are water damaged. Our
morning custodian, Misha, is willing and
able to make the needed repairs but
requires various power tools to accomplish
the job. We seek tools which you might be
able on loan to the church including a table
router, table planer, and table saw. If you
can help, please let us know.

Awareness, Prevention, Recovery, and Hope

May 1 at 7:00 P M , Key speakers on:
The Facts; The Consequences; and The
Joy of Sobriety with a Post Seminar
option on Naloxone Training and Kits.
May 8 at 7:00 P M , key speakers on:
The Miracle; The Family Suffered Too;
and Tools that Saves Lives.
For complete details, see the bulletin
board outside the library.
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GOINGS ON

ELDERGARTEN

May 16, 2019 at 12:00 PM

Occurrences of Interest

Wednesday, May 1
Adult Choir Dinner, 5:00 PM
No Brown Bag or Study
Adult Choir, 7:15 PM
Sunday, May 5 - Communion
Jazz n' Jeans Sunday - Combo at 9:30 AM
Worship, 10:00 AM
Fellowship, 11:10 AM
No Forum
Wednesday, May 8
No Brown Bag or Study until Sept.
Adult Choir, 7:15 PM

Unusual Journey
The speaker for the May 16th Eldergarten
program will be our own Daryl Hunt . He will
tell of his" Unusual Journey " as he sailed the
ocean with friends, going 1500 miles in 14
days from Chesapeake Bay to Antigua in a
44 foot sailboat. We will meet in the
Garden Room for lunch at 12:00 PM. The
program will begin at 1:00 PM. Bring a
sandwich if you wish; salad, dessert, and
beverage will be provided. Please sign up on
the Vitality table if you can join us.

Sunday, May 12
Mother’s Day
Worship, 10:00 AM
Fellowship for Julian & Graduating Section
Leaders at 11:10 AM
No Forum Today

FBCR BOOK CLUB
LILAC GIRLS

The FBC Book Club will meet on
the fourth Tuesday, May 28, at
11:30 AM in the church library.
The book for discussion is Lilac
Girls by Martha Hall Kelly.
Everyone is welcome. Bring a
sandwich if you wish.

Monday, May 13
Trustees Meeting, 6:00 PM
Welcoming & Affirming Meeting, 7:00 PM
Wednesday, May 15
Adult Choir Concludes, 7:15 PM
Thursday, May 16
Eldergarten, 12:00 PM
Sunday, May 19
Worship, 10:00 AM
Fellowship, 11:00 AM
Forum, 11:30 AM

Monday, May 20
Council Meeting, moved to Tuesday
Library Meeting, 9:30 AM

Dear Loyal Supporters of Quad A,

Wednesday, May 22
No Wednesday Programs until September

With the sudden termination of Adam
McFadden as executive director of Quad A for
Kids, Vincent Alexander was quickly appointed
as the new interim executive director. He has
been with Quad A since 2009. Under Vinny’s
leadership, Quad A will continue to provide
high-quality after-school programs (including
the students at School #4 where our Brighton
Food Depot delivers 80 bags of food each
month).

Sunday, May 26
Worship, 10:00 AM
Fellowship, 11:00 AM
No Forum Today-Memorial Weekend

We appreciate your support as we
continue to build and strengthen Quad A’s
model after-school programs for our second
25 years.

Monday, May 27
Memorial Day—OFFICE CLOSED

Regards,

Tuesday, May 28
FBC Book Club, 11:30 AM

Martin Kennedy, Board Chair

Tuesday, May 21
Staff Meeting, 10:30 AM
Light dinner and Council Meeting, 5:30 PM at
Greece BC: first with just FBC Council, then
with GBC counterparts.
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