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 I wonder what it would be like to walk the halls of a place where I spent much of my 
childhood and adolescence. I have to confess I was a bit of a church brat growing up. My mom and 
dad were both highly involved volunteers in our very large congregation. They spent a great deal 
of time preparing for events, setting up rooms, running sound systems, decorating, tidying, 
planning, running copies, chaperoning children and youth events, or generally whatever needed 
doing. That meant that I spent a great deal of time in my early years, just hanging out on the 
campus of our church. As I grew, I developed my own faith and my own sense of volunteerism, 
started chipping in too, and of course attended all of the Bible Studies, Worship services, and 
fellowship activities. You’ve likely heard someone claim to have been at church, “every time the 
doors are open.” Well, by the time I had my driver’s license I had become so involved at church 
that I had my own key, so I was at church sometimes even when the doors weren’t open. That 
privilege also meant that my friends and I never had any lack of somewhere to hang out. We 
spent countless hours playing ping pong or floor hockey in the youth building or exploring the 
recesses, tunnels, and other “secret” spaces around the campus. We even created a Frisbee golf 
course around the exterior of the buildings. I knew the place inside and out. 

 Then I left for college. 

 I did come back to serve on staff there for one summer, but after that I had little 
opportunity to go back. When I was in seminary in another city, the congregation sold the 
property and moved to a new location. My family felt called elsewhere during the transition and I 
began to serve other congregations. I never returned to that significant place. 

 I wonder what it would be like. I wonder if some of the substance of my faith soaked into 
the paint on the walls and still lingers there today. I’m curious about the building, which still 
stands but is owned by a different congregation. Have they changed it significantly or would I still 
know my way around? Would the rooms and the smells and sites bring back memories of fun 
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times? Would the dark nights of the soul I worked out among those people still lurk there? Would 
the call to vocational ministry I experienced there still hang in the air? I wonder if that place 
where my friends and I accidentally burned the carpet is still there? Please don’t tell anyone about 
that, they never knew it was us. 

 I also wonder what it would be like to share time with the people I was close to back then. 
I’ve grown and my theology has shifted, so there would be some level of disagreement. I suspect 
that wouldn’t matter much. I mean, what difference would a divergence in Christology make to 
the person who rocked me in the nursery during “Big Church”, the name we kids had for worship. 
I’m not sure a difference in biblical hermeneutics would impact that sharing of coffee with a youth 
group volunteer who listened to my worry in the midst of adolescent angst. 

 I wonder what it would be like to go back to my first spiritual home. Perhaps I’ll do that 
some day; I think it would be hard in some ways, but mostly joyful and wonderful. I suspect that 
would be true of anyone who has spent any time in a worshipping community even if they weren’t 
a church brat like me. These buildings and these communities we call churches not only shape us, 
but we shape them. We leave little bits of our personhood behind. For a time, they are our homes 
and I think it would be good for anyone to visit home from time to time. There is just such an 
opportunity coming up at First Baptist Church of Rochester and I hope you’ll help us invite 
everyone who has called this place home to be here. 

 October 5-7 marks the culmination of the celebration of FBC’s bicentennial. We’re calling it 
Welcome Home Weekend. On Friday evening there will be a Welcome Reception, a coffee house 
style reception with refreshments and folk tunes by Steve Gretz and Leslie Lee. Saturday morning 
we’ll have an open house with a docent-guided tour of the facilities telling the story of FBC then, 
now, and yet to come. Saturday evening will bring a celebratory banquet at Burgundy Basin Inn 
and on Sunday morning we will have a very special service of Worship. All who have ever 
considered FBC home for a time will want to be a part of the festivities! 

 I would like to ask for your help in reaching out to those whose time at FBC has come and 
gone, but who might enjoy returning for one very special weekend. Perhaps you have friends and 
acquaintances you might like to reach out to; please do. If you would like to sort through a few 
archived records for contact information or to recall those who have been a part of FBC in recent 
history, the office will have printouts of archived information for you to look at. You will find 
details on the individual events on the next page.  And of course, please be sure you plan to 
attend in October also. What a great joy it will be to see you then, and what a great joy it will be 
see those returning and say to them, “Welcome Home.” 
 

Rev. Brent Bowden 

 Calendar Information Needed 

We are asking each ministry team and church group 
to submit to the church office the dates of meetings, 
activities, or events throughout the coming year.  
Please submit by 8/31 by using the Calendar 
Request Form.  These forms are located in the 
office, on the Vitality Table, or you can get an 
electronic version by contacting us in the church 
office.  Please submit to the church office via the “In 
box” located on the small round table or by email to 
office@rochesterfbc.org. 

 

 

Brighton Food Depot    
Luncheon and Meeting  

September 18th, 11:30 AM 
 

All of our volunteers and anyone who is 
interested in what we are doing at the Brighton 
Food Depot are welcome to attend. 

Sign up on the Vitality Table or contact Marian 
Morrison. (Phone 426-1754 or email 
at marism@frontiernet.net ) 

 

BFD in month of September is: 
Cereal and Tuna  

 Celebrate Alan Newton and his 
tenure as Executive Minister of the 
Rochester Genesee Region of the 
American Baptist Churches USA in a 
very special service of worship and 
reception 6 PM, Friday, September 
21. Sign up on the Vitality Table. 

mailto:marism@frontiernet.net
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Welcome Home Weekend  
October 5, 6, & 7, 2018 

We hope you will join us as we celebrate our 200th Anniversary.   

 Welcome Home Reception 
Friday, 10/5/18, 6:30 PM 

Church Campus-Hubbell Hall 
 
 

Steve Gretz and Leslie Lee performing. 

 Appetizers provided. 

 Open House 
Saturday, 10/6/18, 10-12 AM 

Church Campus-Garden Room 
 

A guided historical tour of FBC’s campus. 

Light Continental Breakfast Provided. 

 
Jubilee Banquet 

Saturday, 10/6/18, 6:30 PM  
Burgundy Basin Inn, 1361 Marsh Road, Pittsford 

 

6:30 PM Cocktail Hour - appetizers with cash bar 

  

7:15 PM Buffet Dinner  

with a lively, inspiring, and fun program. 

 

9 PM Social Hour 

with musical entertainment by The Rita Collective. 

 

Banquet is provided by the FBC Jubilee 200th Fund.  

To contribute, please send your gift to the church office with 200th in memo line.  

  

Reserve your tickets today at https://FBCR200.eventbrite.com, sign up at the Vitality Table, or 

call the church office at (585) 244-2468.  We have plenty but they are going fast! 

 Welcome Home Worship 
Sunday, 10/7/18, 10 AM 

First Baptist Church of Rochester Sanctuary 
 

Welcome Home….   

 

10:00 AM Worship with Communion 

Featuring Home With You, an original work composed by David Labman 

 and made possible through the Susan Boulay Music Fund. 

 

Welcome Home Reception to follow. 

 

A Great Day! A Great Weekend! 

Please plan to join us for this celebratory weekend and invite family and friends. 

First Baptist Church of Rochester, 175 Allens Creek Road, Rochester, NY 14618, (585)244-2468 

For our updated directory we ask you to submit a current, high resolution, portrait-style (headshots preferred) with no 

words or graphics included to the church at photos@fbcrochester.net.   

OUR BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION 
 Celebrating 200 years of ministry 

https://FBCR200.eventbrite.com
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 GOINGS ON 
Occurrences of Interest                                             

Sunday, September 2 - Communion 
World Mission Offering begins 
Worship, 10:00 AM 
Fellowship, 11:00 AM 
 

Monday, September 3 
Office Closed for Labor Day 
 

Sunday, September 9  
Worship, 10:00 AM 
Fellowship, 11:00 AM 
 

Monday, September 10 
Jubilee Team Walk-through 4:30 PM 
Welcome & Affirm Meeting, 7:00 PM 
 

Wednesday, September 12  
Mission Mtg. 4:00 PM 
 

Sunday, September 16 
World Mission Offering  
Worship, 10:00 AM 
Fellowship, 11:00 AM 
 

Monday, September 17 
Council Meeting, 6:00 PM 
Trustees Meeting 6:30 PM 
 

Tuesday, September 18 
Update on Brighton Food Depot Lunch 
and Discussion, 11:30 AM 
 

Thursday, September 20 
Eldergarten, 12:00 PM 
 

Friday, September 21 
ABC/RGR Worship and Reception   
Alan Newton Retires, 7:00 PM 
 

Saturday, September 22 
ABC/RGR Biennial Gathering 
 

Sunday, September 23 - WMO 
Worship, 10:00 AM 
Fellowship, 11:00 AM 
 

Monday, September 24 
Library Meeting, 9:30 AM 
Jubilee Planning Team, 4:30 PM 
 

Tuesday, September 25 
FBC Book Club, 11:30 AM 
 

Sunday, September 30 
World Mission Offering Ends 
Worship, 10:00 AM 
Fellowship, 11:00 AM 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us for lunch and a special program on Thursday, 

September 20 at 12 noon. Don Alhart, Associate 

News Director at Channel 13 TV will entertain us with 

his memories of “The Geritol Generation.”  

Bring a sandwich; salad, dessert, and beverage will 
be provided for a small donation. Your reservation 
would be appreciated. Sign up on the Vitality Table if 
you can join us. 

 

 

GIRL IN TRANSLATION 

FBCR BOOK CLUB 

The FBC Book Club will meet on 
Tuesday, September 25 at 11:30 AM in 
the church library. The book for 
discussion is Girl in Translation by Jean 
Kwok. It is the story of a Chinese 
immigrant girl, who strives to adjust to 
American culture. Everyone is 
welcome; bring a sandwich if you wish. 

ELDERGARTEN RESUMES 
Thursday, September 20th The Geritol Generation 

Welcome Home Weekend 
 

October 5, 6:30 PM, Reception 
October 6, 10:00 AM, Open House Tour  

October 6, 6:30 PM, Banquet 
October 7, 10:00 AM, Worship with 

Communion and Reception 

Dear Friends of First Baptist, 

 Thank you for your recent gift of $757 to 
CWS Blankets and Tools. 

 Your gift enables CWS to provide much 
needed blankets after disaster strikes or to keep 
someone warm on a cold night.  It ensures families 
have seed and tools for a home garden or nets to 
fish. 

In Peace, 

Erin Luchenlill 
Church World Services 
 
P.S.  First Baptist thanks Remington-Hubbell Circle 
for overseeing this special offering.  See the 
Missions Bulletin Board by Hubbell Hall for more 
information and numerous mission partners. 

A Great Evening 
of Dinner and Discussion. 

Our Missional Communities 
Continue... 

 

Thank you to Coffee Connection 
for the wonderful evening meal 
and to everyone who came and 

shared part of their story.  
We are excited for the future! 4 


