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 Summer at First Baptist is at its height. I’m beginning to hear the tales of summer outings, 
vacations, and activities filling you and your families with joy and providing much-needed rest for 
many of you. The board we’ve posted outside the sanctuary for listing summer departures has kept 
us in the know about what is happening in the lives of even those of you who’ve been away. We are 
together even from afar. We’ve also just completed the celebration of Rochester Pride 2019 with a 
heartening (and slightly toasty) stroll in the parade; our second annual Pride Worship Service along 
with our sibling AWAB congregations; and this year, we added a booth at the Pride Festival. It was 
such a fantastic weekend that we’ve already started thinking about next year and how to make it an 
even grander celebration. 

 Meanwhile, your staff and committees are hard at work planning for a deeply impactful 
program year beginning in September. Toward that end, let me extend an invitation. Sunday, 
September 15 w ill be Jubilee Sunday and I  hope you and yours w ill plan to be here. 

 You may recall that we celebrated an entire year of Jubilee from September 2017 until 
October 2018 (yes, a little over a year actually). That celebration marked our 200th anniversary as a 
congregation and served as a significant moment where we looked at what has been and hoped for 
what is to come. Our theme was based on the Jubilee text from Leviticus (your favorite Biblical book 
I’m sure) in which the writer instructs the people to mark every 50th year as a moment of renewal 
and return home. Our celebration that year instilled in us the power of coming, going, and being 
home. So we’re going to mark the beginning of our program year in the same way, by calling 
everyone home from their summer merriment and back into the collective embrace of community 
here at FBC. 

 Worship that morning promises to truly be something special. The Christian Education 
committee is also hard at work planning a year’s worth of transformative moments. I think you’ll be 
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both challenged and excited by some of the initiatives we’ll be undertaking in the year ahead – 
opportunities for growth for all ages that extend well beyond the walls of our campus. We’ll fill you 
in on our plans on Jubilee Sunday. We’ll also be celebrating with a church-wide picnic right here 
on campus and everyone is invited! It will be held in the memorial courtyard with good food, great 
fellowship, and lots of fun to be had by all.  (Rain will move the picnic to Hubbell Hall.) 

 We will also mark Jubilee Sunday with the rollout of our brand new church website. Along 
with a fresh, new look that will function across all of your devices and platforms, the new site will 
function as the centerpiece of communication at FBCR. With an integrated and interactional event 
calendar, it will help us stay organized and on time and get the word out about FBCR happenings. 
A blog and comment feature will allow our conversations in the hall or during Christian education 
to live on throughout the week. Integration with our new church database will allow for 
streamlined event sign up, space reservation, scheduling, and other communication with the 
office. A powerful media center will allow for simple sharing of sermons, music, and other 
recordings and a secure community area will allow us to share prayer concerns and contact 
information in a controlled environment. Jubilee Sunday will mark the initial roll out. Extended 
features and content will be added throughout the year as we build FBCR’s new digital home. 

 Mark September 15 on your calendar now. You’re going to want to be here to give thanks 
for an amazing summer and to look ahead to the promises of a new program year! 

 

Pastor Brent 

 

Pride Parade Recap 
Despite the 95 degree temperature, Park Avenue 

became an outdoor party on July 20th.  Hundreds of 

marchers and thousands of watching supporters showed 

what support and affirmation looks 

like.  Rochester turned out for the 

Annual Pride Parade in a display of 

solidarity for our LGBTQIA family.  First 

Baptist and the other Welcoming and 

Affirming American Baptist churches of 

the Rochester region made up a 

contingent of approximately 30 people 

carrying banners and handing out 

AWAB “swag”.  We are reminded every 

year at this event that our public 

statement of support does make a 

difference, a healing difference to 

those that have been told that 

Christian churches cannot see them as perfect Children 

of God.  We encourage everyone to join in the festivities 

next year to share this meaningful experience and to 

have some plain old fun. 
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 OUR COMMUNITY 

 

 

 Reaching out, Serving within 

 

Need for the month  

PEANUT BUTTER 
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Remington Hubbell News: 

Church Women United has asked 

us to collect empty yellow 

prescription medicine bottles with 

the labels removed. There is a 

basket in the Garden Room for your 

empty bottles. The bottles will be 

sent to developing countries to be 

used by missionaries. 

 

 

We have one more month for our Love for 
the World Campaign. We have enjoyed 
sharing travel plans: comings and goings.  In 
your various travels, we have been with you 
in thought and prayer.   

Please continue to use the white board in the 
foyer of the church, where you can let the 
rest of the congregation know where you’ll 
be, what you’ll be up to, and how you’ll pass 
the love fostered here at FBC to all those you 
encounter. By posting a picture, a 
destination, or an itinerary, using markers 
and magnets provided, we will share in your 
journeys and welcome you home again with 
your stories of the love you have spread 
throughout the world.  

We have enjoyed the sense of togetherness 
we have felt even when we are miles apart!   

Colgate Rochester Crozer Divinity School: 
Interested in expanding your theological 
knowledge? Consider Colgate Rochester Crozer 
Divinity School. Day, evening, weekend, and 
some online classes are offered for your 
convenience. Take a course or two or consider 
the Certificate program (The School for 
Christian Leadership). Master’s degrees in 
divinity, religious studies, and theological 
studies are also offered. Doctoral programs are 
available, as well. 

 

 
July 2019 
 
Dear friends at First Baptist, 
 
Thank you so much for your congregation’s recent 
support of CWS Blankets. Did you know we were 
able to distribute over 21,000 blankets in the 
United States alone this spring? Check out the full 
report about where blankets went from January - 
June 2019 here: cwsblankets.org/stories-and-
reports. 
 

These blankets have been especially important in 
helping families who lost everything in floods and 
storms. The need in the past few months has 
been nonstop...and we were afraid we wouldn’t 
have enough blankets in our warehouse to 
prepare for more requests from communities 
this fall. But thanks to your congregation, 
those communities will literally be covered! 
 

I’m so grateful for your congregation’s faithful 
response to CWS Blankets. You’re anticipating 
needs around the world - and that is a powerful 
form of compassion! 
 

With gratitude, 
 
Matthew Stevens 
Director of Congregational Giving 
Church World Service 

http://click.email.cwsglobal.org/?qs=617c52d39444685263e76a16b2694d9764ea973995e114e81d106a57c9f15caf56fd4857de02f76e6ca709caaec1eae4
http://click.email.cwsglobal.org/?qs=617c52d39444685263e76a16b2694d9764ea973995e114e81d106a57c9f15caf56fd4857de02f76e6ca709caaec1eae4
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 GOINGS ON 
Occurrences of Interest                                             

 
 
 

 BAPTIST NIGHT 

Baptists at the 

Ball Field 
 

We have been invited to 
join Greece Baptist 
Church at a ball game on 
Friday, August 9, 2019 
against Louisville at 7:05 PM. Tickets are $8 
for the evening which includes fireworks 
after the game. Sign up at the Vitality Table 
if you are interested in attending. 

August 9th 

Sunday, Aug 4 
Worship, 10:00 AM 
Fellowship, 11:00 AM 
   

Monday, Aug 5 
Pastor time off 
   

Tuesday, Aug 6 
Pastor time off 
   

Wednesday, Aug 7 
Pastor time off 
MPO time off 
   

Thursday, Aug 8 
Pastor time off 
MPO time off 
   

Friday, Aug 9 
Pastor time off 
MPO time off 
   

Saturday, Aug 10 
Pastor time off 
   

Sunday, Aug 11 
Pastor time off 
Guest preacher, Rev. Joanne Gilbert-Cannon 
Worship, 10:00 AM  
Fellowship, 11:00 AM 
Welcoming & Affirming Mtg., 11:30 AM 
   

Monday, Aug 12 
Trustees Meeting, 6:00 PM 
   

Sunday, Aug 18 
Worship, 10:00 AM 
Fellowship, 11:00 AM 
   

Monday, Aug 19 
Council Meeting, 6:00 PM 
  

Sunday, Aug 25 
Worship, 10:00 AM 
Fellowship, 11:00 AM 
  

Monday, Aug 26 
Library Meeting, 9:30 AM 
  

Tuesday, Aug 27 
FBC Book Club, 11:30 AM   
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THE GOOD NEIGHBOR: THE LIFE AND  
WORK OF FRED RODGERS 

FBCR BOOK CLUB 

The FBC Book Club will meet 
on the fourth Tuesday, August 
27, at 11:30 AM in the church 
library.  The book for 
discussion will be The Good 
Neighbor: the Life and Work of 
Fred Rogers by Maxwell King. 
Everyone is invited to join us; 
bring a sandwich if you wish. 

JUST LIKE AT HOME! 
 

Each Sunday we say 
“Welcome Home” at the 
beginning of worship.  The 
church is our home, our 
spiritual home. We need 
your help keeping it secure.   

When you are at church for a meeting, for 
worship or study, or for any special event, 
please make sure all doors are secure, lights 
and coffee pots have been turned off, and 
windows are closed, when you leave   

Our local Brighton Police Department has 
been wonderful and diligent in helping us in 
keep the building secure. They have recently 
contacted our Building Sexton, Brian Dengler 
about a few doors and windows which have 
been open prior to his being available to 
conduct his nightly security check.   

We ask that you keep your spiritual home as 
secure as you would your own home.   


