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 Pastor’s   Commentary 

 Happy Easter! I pray your season of celebration of resurrection is off to a joyous start. At First 
Baptist our paschal celebrations are carrying us straight ahead into “What If?...”, a conversation that will 
orient our vision for the month on the wider world beyond our campus and beyond our congregation. As 
such, it seems fitting to take a moment to consider something a bit closer to home for those who consider 
themselves a part of the congregation. Namely, I want to say something about the way those who consider 
themselves a part of the FBC community care for one another. 

 Church is family above all else, yes? A primary function of congregations is to love one another, build 
relationships, live life side-by-side, and support one another through the celebrations and pains of life. It 
would be challenging to find anyone to disagree with that notion. Indeed, community is a primary function 
of church. 

 That said and…SPOILER ALERT! A central premise of “What If?...” is that the church’s primary 
purpose, primary calling, most important activity is to be a redemptive (dare we say “resurrection”) 
presence in the wider world. The hallmarks of successful congregations are not metrics measuring what is 
happening on campus, but the narratives of redemption taking shape all around them. 

 So which is it? Do churches exist primarily to care for one another or to band together in doing the 
work of God’s Kingdom in the wider world? 

 In answer to that I borrow from one of the most familiar passages of scripture in the western world, 
the 23rd Psalm. The Psalmist, imagined in the eyes of tradition to be King David, expresses confidence in the 
provision and protection of God, the divine shepherd. Then moving to banquet imagery he declares his 
blessedness to be like a chalice running over. “My cup overflows,” he says. To be sure, the Psalmist did not 
have church in mind, but some generic sense of blessing, well-being, and protection provided by God. Still, 
that won’t stop me from borrowing his image and employing it as I think about modern, congregational life. 
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 If we think of the church as a chalice, we very well imagine it being filled with the blessings of God, 
but not material blessings. We may think of it as being filled with concern for one another, with kindness 
expressed in small and grand ways, with mutual forbearance in times of disagreement, with material and 
moral support in times of illness or struggle, with grand gestures of celebration in times of joy, with little 
moments of encouragement and shared life. I’ll group all these things collectively under the label “love.” 
We are filling the chalice that is First Baptist Church with love for one another. That is not the end, 
though. Our calling is not complete until our cup overflows and trickles down and out and around and the 
love of Christ is made known in all the same ways in the world around us. 

 You see, our goals are not met until the concern we have for one another seeps over the edge and 
becomes concern for those cast aside by society. Our job is not done until the kindness we show one 
another every Sunday flows out into the world. Our calling is not met until our love for one another 
becomes our love for the world and the two are virtually indistinguishable. 

 I give thanks to God for FBC, a cup already and always overflowing.  

 

Rev. Brent Bowden, 
Pastor 

 

What If?... 
What if you had a million dollars to make 

some change in the world?  

We are asking the congregation to consider being a little more involved 

in church life during the month of April.  It is when we will participate 

in concentrated learning, inspiring, and strategy sessions.  The first 

session begins on April 4 at 6:00 PM.  A Soup and Salad meal will be 

available at the church beginning from 5:15 PM to 5:50 PM. 

 

Pick up a brochure at the church or visit our web page at www.fbcrochester.net/whatif.html for more 

details and sign up today on the Vitality Table or by calling  the church office at (585) 244-2468.  This 

active, educational opportunity promises to enlighten, inspire, and lead our church family into new ways 

of thinking and helping us put our faith into action. 

 

Strategy Sessions w ill be our primary time to 

collaborate on our world-changing projects. 

Facilitators will guide conversation in helping 

participants integrate the inspiration and education 

gained from other sessions into an action plan. 

Through these sessions we will also tell our individual 

stories for all participants to have a chance to see the 

full scope of what we’re able to accomplish together. 

Plenary Sessions w ill be our core learning 

opportunity to address the concepts and ideas of 

missional thinking, missional living, and being a 

missional church.  

Childcare Provided  

Inspiration Sessions w ill bring experts at 

work within some of the most challenging social 

issues we face to tell us about the work they’re 

doing, what remains to be done, and how caring 

individuals can be a part. 

Childcare Provided  

http://www.fbcrochester.net/whatif.html
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CRCDS Thank You 

From December, 2017 

 

Dear Brent and First Baptist - Rochester, 

 Thank you for your congregation’s 
generous gift of $3,000 to the 2017-2018 Fund 
for CRCDS.  Your support and generosity truly 
make a difference. The world urgently needs 
CRCDS and its graduates.  Our support makes 
the CRCDS education possible.  

 Brent, we are so grateful for all the people 
at First Baptist and are thankful for your 
friendship and leadership.  All the best. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. W. Thomas McDade Clay 

December 21, 6:30 PM 

OUR COMMUNITY 
 Reaching out to Others 

 
 

Through your support the Brighton Food Depot is able to assist needy children and their families in 
the city through the school year.  We couldn’t do this without you!  

April items needed are regular-sized PEANUT BUTTER AND SOUP  

(Preferred soups are Chicken Noodle, Vegetable, Tomato) 

Christian Education and Mission/Outreach 

team up with Forum presentations 

During the winter/spring Forum schedule we 
have featured representatives of organizations 
our Church supports through Mission Giving.   

The organizations and the dates are: 

February 18 - Open Door Mission 

February 25 - Childcare Council 

March 4 – The Coffee Connection  

(Project Empower) 

March 18 – Cameron Ministries 

May 6 – Haitian Orphans 

May 20 – E.D.E.N. Community Garden 

We hope you are enjoying and learning more 
about some of the groups we support. 
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 APRIL 13th Meeting 

REMINGTON-HUBBELL 
 CIRCLE 

 

Remington-Hubbell Circle 
will meet in the Church 
Parlor on Tuesday, April 3rd 
at 11:30AM.  

 

All women of 
the church 
are invited to 
attend.  Bring 
a sandwich. 
Dessert and 
beverage will 
be provided. 

  

The Distance Between Us 

FBCR BOOK CLUB 

The FBC Book 
Club will meet 
on Tuesday, 
April 24, at 
11:30 AM in 
the church 
library. The 
book for 
discussion will 
be The 
Distance 
Between Us by Reyna 
Grande.  It is the memoir 
of a Mexican child who 
escapes the poverty of her 
childhood to become a U.S. 
citizen, a teacher, and an 
author. Come join us. 

Pastor Brent will share information on 
our program “What If?” 

We will share “Stone Soup”. In the children’s 
story, “Stone Soup,” the villagers had 
nothing to eat. A child suggested they make 
stone soup. He put a stone in a big pot of 
water and asked everyone to add whatever 
they had: an apple, a potato, etc. Each 
added his or her part and they all shared an 
abundant bowl of soup. 

Bring one can of soup this month and put it 
in the basket labeled “Eldergarten Stone 
Soup” under the Vitality Table. We will mix 
our soups for our lunch. Extra cans will be 
donated to the Food Cupboard. Dessert and 
beverage will be provided. Sign up if you can 
join us and bring your SOUP.  

Eldergarten 
Thursday, April 19 12:00 PM - Noon 
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 Jazz ‘n Jeans Worship 

April 22, 2018 

In celebration of our 200th anniversary, The Rita 
Collective will join us as guest musicians for a 
casual and jazz-infused service. This well-known 
Rochester group includes bass clarinet, marimba, 
acoustic bass, and percussion. They perform a 
mix of styles – from original compositions to re-
invented jazz and pop tunes. Join us at 9:30 AM 
for a Coffee Bar and 30-minute jazz set leading 
into uplifting worship. Jeans and casual attire 
welcome! 

NEW PICTURE DIRECTORY 
For our 200th anniversary, we will be compiling a 
new yearbook-style pictorial directory and 
historical annual.   

PLEASE SUBMIT TO US A PICTURE. 

We are asking each member or family to submit a 
picture  for this directory. We will also have a few 
photo-taking opportunities in the near future to 
assist anyone needing a new photo. 

Things to consider when choosing your picture: 

 Focus on the people not the background.  Solid and 
unfocused backgrounds work great. 

 Solid or subtly printed clothing are best. If you are 
submitting a family photo, blending of colors helps. 

 Let your personality shine through your favorite photos. 
You can submit more than one and we will choose our 
favorite submission from you to include in the directory. 

 High resolution images please.  We can scan a photo for 
you at the office or you can send your electronic 
submissions to: photos@rochesterfbc.org.   

Thank you. 

 

 

 
  

This special music offering is made possible through a generous 
gift given in the memory of Susan Boulay and her love of music. 

Community Concert Series 
May 4 

Eastman Organ Department 
Featured performers from the Eastman School of Music 

Organ Department will present a variety of exciting 
repertoire in celebration of First Baptist’s Austin 

sanctuary pipe organ. The organ was built in 1955 and 
features 1633 pipes, 27 ranks, 3 manuals, and 4 divisions. 

With the combination of young, 
talented organists and a great instrument - this is a 

program not to be missed! 

mailto:photos@rochesterfbc.org?subject=Directory%20Photo


 

5 5 

 

Ms. Amanda Tyler, Executive Director - BJC, will be at the First 
Baptist Church of Rochester on April 16 at 6:30 PM for a highly 
educational and deeply empowering event where you don't 
have to be Baptist or even Christian. Learn from this group which 
protects the rights of people of all faiths and those with none.  

If you support religious freedom, you should be here April 16th. 
If you don't know much about the importance of religious 
freedom, you REALLY need to be here!   

Free and open to the public  Childcare available 

Share this event with family and friends. 

 

 

For more information: www.fbcrochester.net. 
Ms. Tyler will also be at worship and forum on  
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 GOINGS ON 
Occurrences of Interest                                             

Sunday, April 1 
9:30 – 10:00AM, EASTER 
11:00 – 11:30AM, Fellowship 
11:15AM  Egg Hunt in Education Wing 
 

Monday, April 2, EASTER MONDAY - office closed 
 

Tuesday, April 3 
11:30AM – 1:00PM, Remington-Hubbell Circle 
 

Wednesday, April 4 
5:15 – 5:50PM, Soup and Salad Meal - RSVP 
6:00 – 7:15PM, What If? Intro and Missional Church #1 
7:15 – 8:30PM, What If? Strategy Session #1 
7:15 – 8:30PM, Adult Choir 
 

Thursday, April 5 
5:30 – 6:45 PM, What If? Strategy Session #1, Bowden 
 

Saturday, April 5 
10:00 – 11:00AM, What If? Strategy Session #1, Hanley/Morris 
 

Sunday, April 8 
10:00 – 11:00AM, Worship 
11:00  – 11:30AM, Fellowship 
11:30AM – 12:30PM, Forum - Richard Ohlson - Special Touch     
     Bakery & Sue Hughes-Smith - Creation Justice 
 

Monday, April 9 
4:30 –  5:45PM Strategy Session #1, McClellan 
6:00 – 7:30PM, Trustees Mtg. 
7:00 – 8:30PM. Welcome & Affirm Mtg. 
 

Tuesday, April 10 
1:00 – 2:00PM, What If? Strategy Session #1,  J. Trolley 
6:00 – 7:15PM, What If? Strategy Session #1, D.&A. Trolley 
 

Wednesday, April 11 
5:15 – 5:55PM Brown Bag Fellowship 
6:00  – 7:15PM, What If?  Missional Thinking #1 
7:15 - 8:30PM, What If? Stragegy Session #2 
7:15 – 8:30PM, Adult Choir 
 

Thursday, April 12 
5:30 – 6:45PM, What If? Strategy Session #2, Bowden 
 
 

Saturday, April 14 
10:30AM – 1:00PM, Remington-Hubbell Circle 
 

Sunday, April 15 
10:00 – 11:00AM, Worship 
11:00  – 11:30AM, Fellowship 
11:30AM – 12:30PM, Forum, Amanda Tyler, BJC, Christian  
    Advocacy 
 

Monday, April 16 
9:30 – 11:30AM, Library Meeting 
6:30 – 8:30PM, Amanda Tyler, BJC, Community Event on    
    Religious Freedom 
 

Wednesday, April 18 
5:15 – 5:55PM Brown Bag Fellowship 
6:00 – 7:15PM, What If? Missional Living, #1 
7:15 – 8:30PM What If? Strategy Session #3 
7:15 – 8:30PM, Adult Choir 
 

Thursday, April 19 
5:30 – 6:45PM, What If? Strategy Session #3, Bowden 
 

 FAIRPORT BAPTIST HOMES EVENT 

Spring “Meet and Greet” at The Service Board 

of Fairport Baptist Homes w ith Stacey 

Pensgen, Chief Meteorologist, WROC-TV on Friday, 

April 13, 5:00 - 7:00 PM in the McKnight Room. 

FBH MEET AND GREET  

Friday, April 20 
7:00 – 8:15PM, Strategy Session #3, D. & A. Trolley 
 

Saturday, April 21 
10:00 - 11:00AM, Ahn Memorial Service 
10:00 – 11:00AM, What If? Strategy Session #3, Hanley/Morris 
 

Sunday, April 22 
10:00 – 11:00AM, Worship 
11:00  – 11:30AM, Fellowship 
11:30AM – 12:30PM, Forum, Rosemary Rivera - Metro Justice 
 
 

Monday, April 23 
4:30 – 6:00PM, Jubliee Planning Team 
5:00 - 6:30PM, Strategy Session #4, McClellan 
6:00 – 8:00PM, Council Meeting 
 

Tuesday, April 24 
11:30AM – 1:30PM, FBC Book Club 
7:00 - 8:15PM, Strategy Session #3, Stahl 
 

Wednesday, April 25 
5:15 – 5:55PM Brown Bag Fellowship 
6:00 – 7:15PM, What If? Missional Living, #2 
7:15 – 8:30PM What If? Strategy Session #4 
7:15 – 8:30PM, Adult Choir 
 
 
 

Saturday, April 28 
10:00 – 11:00AM, What If? Strategy Session #4, Hanley/Morris 
 

Sunday, April 29 
10:00 – 11:00AM, Worship 
11:00 – 11:30AM, Fellowship 
11:30AM – 12:30PM, Forum, Dr. Jeffrey Kaczoowski, Sr. Advisor, The  
   Children’s Agendy & Professor of Pediatrics and Vice Chair of Gov’t and  
   Community Relations. 
 

Wednesday, May 2 
5:15 – 5:55PM Brown Bag Fellowship 
6:00 – 7:15PM, What If? Missional Church #2 
7:15 – 8:30PM What If? Strategy Session #4 
7:15 – 8:30PM, Adult Choir 
 
Additional Strategy Sessions may become available.  For the latest 
updates check our website at www.fbcrochester.net/whatif.html. 

 

http://www.fbcrochester.net/whatif.html.

