essenger
M

A Monthly Newsletter of First Baptist Church of Rochester

T he

September 2019
Vol. IV, No. 1

175 Allens Creek Road . Rochester, NY 14618

(585) 244-2468

www.fbcrochester.net

IN THIS ISSUE
Pastor’s Commentary ········1
Jubilee Sunday ·················2
Church Picnic ···················2
Brighton Food Depot ·········3
Education Programs ··········3
Mission Minute-BPFNA ·······3
Remington Hubbell News ···3
Goings On ·······················4
FBC Book Club ·················4
Eldergarten······················4
Mission Minute ·················4

Pastor’s Commentary
I don’t know if you’ve noticed, but there are heroes among us in the pews at FBCR.
As a socially-minded congregation, we try to pay a lot of attention to what is
happening in the world around us. It is difficult to be encouraged when looking at the broad
themes in our community and in our culture today. So many in Rochester and elsewhere go
without basic sustenance. The trend line in our society - learning to recognize difference
and diversity as strengths - is moving in the wrong direction. Our public discourse is beyond
broken, and animosity is something of a prevailing attitude in the air. Violence is becoming
normalized, extreme ideologies are on the rise, and our shared planet is groaning under the
weight of over-consumption.
There is no single answer to any of the problems our world faces, but amazingly there
is a single answer that creates the opportunity for all other answers to arise. This
foundational solution is not an easy one to go about. It requires tireless, self-giving effort; a
willingness to be underappreciated, undervalued, and underfunded constantly. Providing
this most basic of human needs is a lifetime calling with no way out, and those who
undertake it do so knowing that’s true. They show up every day: fearless, undaunted by
adversity, unphased by animosity, courageous, hopeful, and talented. They are our world’s
greatest hope – because they generate hope in others.
So will you join me in thanking the heroes among us? Many of them are just
beginning another round of their priceless work. Many of them are among us here at FBCR,
but you’ll know others too. Let’s thank them all – a phone call, a card, a lunch, a dinner, a
blessing, a prayer. Find an educator today and remind them they’re a hero.

Pastor Brent
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New Program Year Begins
New Education Programs announced
New Website Unveiled
Church-wide Picnic following worship

JUBILEE SUNDAY - SEPTEMBER 15

Following Worship - Everyone is invited - All are welcome!
Basic fare of Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, Salads, Beverage, and table service
is provided. You may bring a personal favorite to share, if you wish.
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OUR COMMUNITY
Reaching out, Serving within

Need for the month

CEREAL
AWAB Picnic
Come and meet the folks of our
local fellow Association of
Welcoming and Affirming Baptists
member congregations. We along
with York, Immanuel, Lake
Avenue, and Brockport First
Baptist Churches will gather for a
simple, fun picnic at Seneca Park (2222 St. Paul
St., Hawk Shelter) on Sunday, September 8 at
3:00 PM. We will share a potluck meal, so bring
a dish to share along with your chairs and any
sports/games/rec equipment you’d like to enjoy.

Education Programs Kick-off
We are excited to announce a full slate of
exciting programs for all ages at First BaptistRochester beginning on Sunday, September 22.
Look for more details to be presented on Jubilee
Sunday, when we will have finalized details and
a confirmed slate of events.
We look forward to sharing them with you!

The following is an excerpt from a reflection on the
recent Global Baptist Peace Conference by BPFNA.

August 2019

Dear Friends,
The recent Global Baptist Peace Conference in
Cali, Colombia, was intense, even excruciating. It
was also life-giving. Some 375 people from 30
countries on six continents gathered. It was
sponsored by American Baptist Churches
International Ministries, Unibautista Theological
Seminary, BPFNA, the Alliance of Baptists and
the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship. Throughout
the week, we heard hard but inspiring stories from
amazing people. To name a few:
Boaz Keibarak, a mediator betw een w arring
tribes and villages in Kenya.
Rusudan Gotsiridze, from the Evangelical
Baptist of Georgia, who even now struggles
against Russian aggression, and stands virtually
alone on issues of hunger, justice for the LGBTQ
community, and interfaith reconciliation.
Ray Schellenger of ABCUSA’s International
Ministries, who works extensively in Tijuana on
the U.S.-Mexico border on immigration issues.
Philip Kakungulu w ho founded a church that
is welcoming and affirming to the LGBTQ
community in Uganda, where it is illegal to be
homosexual and their killers go unpunished.
Lance Muteyo w ho does conflict transformation
training in his native Zimbabwe.
Manal El Tayar w ho sponsors regular dialogue
between Christian and Muslim youth in Lebanon.

“Whoever drinks of the
water I give them will
never thirst.”(John 4:14a) World Mission
Offering show s how Christ is w orking in
the world through International Ministries’
global servants and partners. Like water, the
most essential ingredient for life, the lifechanging love of Christ is flowing and moving
throughout the world, satisfying the thirst of
those who seek him. We invite you to come
alongside and give generously for the World
Mission Offering. In God’s hands, your gift
impacts communities around the world and we
pray that you are
inspired, knowing you
are a part of these
stories.

Laura Parajón, an American Baptist medical
missionary in Nicaragua, who is in the midst of the
deadliest conflict in that country since its civil war.
Francesca Nuzzolese, a teacher and pastoral
psychotherapist from Italy who works every day to
find ways to stop sex trafficking.
The Australian Baptist Association and
Baptists from Myanmar described their
partnership to help Karin refugees who fled
Myanmar to refugee camps in Thailand.
And there were many more. At times the stories
were too overwhelming to comprehend fully and
almost unbearable to hear… [But] the affirmation
is that Baptist Christians from all
over the world have found ways to
bring about change in their local and
national contexts.
Katie Cook
Editor, Baptist Peacemaker, BPFNA
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GOINGS ON

ELDERGARTEN

Thursday, September 19

Occurrences of Interest

Sunday, Sept. 1,
World Mission Offering Begins
Guest preacher, Rev. Katie Jo Suddaby
Pastor time off
Worship, 10:00 AM
Fellowship, 11:00 AM
Monday, Sept. 2
Pastor time off
Labor Day—OFFICE CLOSED
Tuesday, Sept. 3
Pastor time off
Wednesday, Sept. 5
Choir, 7:15 PM
Sunday, Sept. 8
Worship, 10:00 AM
Fellowship, 11:00 AM
AWAB Picnic—Seneca Park, 3:00 PM
Monday, Sept. 9
Trustees Meeting, 6:00 PM
Wednesday, Sept. 11
Choir, 7:15 PM
Sunday, Sept. 15
Jubilee Sunday
Worship, 10:00 AM
Church Picnic, 11:10 AM
Monday, Sept. 16
Financial Assistant off
Council Meeting, 6:00 PM
Tuesday, Sept. 17
Financial Assistant off
Wednesday, Sept. 18
Choir, 7:15 PM
Thursday, Sept. 19
Eldergarten, Dr. Anna Bowden
Saturday, Sept. 21
ABC/RGR Delegates Meeting, FBCR, 11:00 AM
Sunday, Sept. 22
Worship, 10:00 AM
Fellowship, 11:10 AM
Forum, 11:30 PM
Tuesday, Sept. 24
FBC Book Club, 11:30 AM
Wednesday, Sept. 25
Brown Bag Fellowship, 5:30 PM
Wednesday Study, 6:00 PM
Sunday, Sept. 29
Worship, 10 –11 AM
Fellowship, 11–11:30 AM
Forum, 11:30 AM
Welcoming and Affirming Meeting, 11:30 AM
Sunday, Sept. 30
World Mission Offering Ends
Library Meeting, 9:30 AM

On Thursday, September 19, Dr. Anna Bowden
will tell us the story behind her recent Ph.D.
degree. We’ll meet in the Garden Room at 12:00
PM for a lunch of salad, dessert, and beverage.
Bring a sandwich, if you would like.
The program will begin at 1:00 PM. We’re all
proud of Dr. Anna for receiving her recent Ph.D.
degree. It’ll be fun to hear about her ups and
downs as she achieved her goal. Look for details
on the Vitality Table and...

Please don’t forget to sign up!

Dear Gene and FBCR,
Please thank your Mission/Outreach Team
at First Baptist - Rochester for your generous
donation of $1,000 for our gardening ministry.
We are so grateful!!!
What a gift to have you and your church
partnering with us to bring fresh vegetables to
the city.
Many Blessings,
Pastor Cindy and Rector Julie, Rector
E.D.E.N. Garden At St. Mark’s and St. John’s

FBCR BOOK CLUB
THE YELLOW ENVELOPE, BY KIM DINAN

The FBC Book Club will
meet on Tuesday,
September 24, at 11:30 AM
in the church library to
discuss The Yellow Envelope
by Kim Dinan. This is a true
story of world travel with
immersion into diverse
cultures. Everyone is invited
to join us. Bring a sandwich
if you wish.
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