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Pastor’s Commentary
Let’s do Sunday brunch, shall we?
We have much to celebrate this season, and celebrate we shall! We’ve already begun
the merriment by participating in the 145th annual Rochester Interfaith Thanksgiving
Service. True to its prior 144 instances, the day was full of both joy and challenge. The
theme, Sowing Seeds for a Peaceful Election Year, set the reality of our divided world in
front of worshipers, while also challenging us to be the presence of peace amid what
promises to be a turbulent season. Looking around the room and seeing hundreds of people
willing to work toward the same goal across a breadth of religious and cultural traditions,
inspired hope.
Throughout December we’ll be seeking hope together in our own worship space.
Advent is a season between – between the coming of Christ into the world as a child in
Bethlehem and between the coming again of God into the world to usher in justice and
peace for all people. Our worship for the four Sundays of Advent will call our hearts and
minds forward to imagine the world as God dreams of it. On December 15, David Labman
will lead the FBCR Choir in this year’s cantata, “A Celebration of Carols.”
The FBCR Kids will have their part in leading our celebration, too, as they present
their 2019 Christmas Pageant on December 8, Signs of Christmas. They’ve been hard at
work rehearsing their music and practicing their parts, getting ready to remind us what is
so wonderful about this time of the year. The pageant will lead us straight to our annual
Christmas Dinner in Hubbell Hall, a delicious feast shared by a loving community. The
pageant begins at 5:00 PM and dinner follows immediately.
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The season will culminate in our Christmas Candlelight service. Carols and a reading
of the story of Jesus’s birth will set the tone for reflection on the mystery of incarnation
and celebration of God’s coming into the world. The service begins at 5:30 PM on
Christmas Eve on December 24.
Did I mention there would be a lot of celebration? There will be, and the hope of
Christ’s coming gives us plenty of reason. We’ll be so busy and so caught up in the season
ahead that I want you to go ahead and mark that brunch on your calendar now before
January 26, 2020 arrives and we’ve forgotten all about it.
On that Sunday, just after worship, we’ll be together again as a family of faith – for
brunch! A catered (at no cost to you) time of fellowship with a delicious breakfast (for
lunch) will lead us into our 2020 Annual Meeting. It isn’t just business as usual this year.
In the coming weeks you’ll learn about a major proposal coming to you for consideration
and, following preliminary conversation, your approval at the Annual Meeting. Secondly,
another major initiative of the Trustees will be introduced on the same day. Those two
major pieces of business notwithstanding, we’ll also have our standing annual business of
approving a budget, electing new leadership, etc. to be considered. It will be a big day for
FBCR. We’ll need our strength, so we’ll begin with brunch!
Mark your calendar now – January 26, 2020,immediately after worship. See you
then (and lots of times between).

Pastor Brent
CANTATA

Hanging the Greens
following Worship on
December 1, 2019
We will continue to decorate
the church for Christmas for
all who can help.

December 24
5:30 PM
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OUR COMMUNITY
Reaching out, Serving within

GIVING TREE GIFTS
To decorate our Giving Tree we are collecting an
assortment of winter
items for the children of
Cameron Community
Ministries. Please be
generous and bring
new, unwrapped hats,
gloves, and scarves to
on the tree in the
Garden Room. We will
give them to Cameron on Thursday, December
12, in time for their holiday party.

Wednesday Bible Study
A Christmas Carol
Join us on two Wednesday evenings
December 4 and 11, at 6:00 PM. Barbara
Willard will lead us in a discussion of this
famous story by Charles Dickens which
shares a rich and poignant commentary on
many of the social injustices of the day.
(Don’t you wonder how many of them may
also apply to our world today?)

Support our Boy Scout Troop 77
December 1
9:30-10:00 AM & 11:00 AM-12:30 PM

Thanksgiving Pie Sale for

All you can eat pancakes.
Pancake Breakfast for $5

Habitat for Humanity
Thank you for your
generous support of our
Pie Sale supporting the
future work of Habitat for
Humanity. We are very
grateful. This year we sold
27 pies and collected an
additional $296 in additional donations. All
proceeds go directly to the next house build.

A great break before, midway
through, or after we decorate
the church, the scouts are
here to serve a great breakfast
to sustain us. They are willing
to help us beautify the church
as well!

Thank you.

Thank you Troop 77!

Christmas Program
& Dinner
On Sunday, December 8 our youngest members will
share with you their Christmas story through word
and song to help put you in the mood for Christmas.
Their program will begin at 5:00 PM. Please plan to
come and support the children of the church, even if
you cannot stay for the dinner. Congregation
participation is encouraged through laughter,
applause, and the singing of Carols.
For this evening our Hubbell Hall will be transformed
into a festive gathering spot where all can visit,
enjoy great food and conversation, and sing carols.
We will gather there around 6:00 PM following the
Christmas Program. An excellent meal, lovingly
prepared by Dale and Jackie Pensgen will be
available, family-style, at each table. This year the
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menu will include: Marinated maple balsamic pork
tenderloin with wild rice, green beans, salad, and
beverages. We also have a dessert bar which will
hold a variety of desserts prepared by you and
brought to share.
A special mystery guest from the north is sure to
make an appearance and give gifts of love to the
youngest among us and Pastor Brent will share a
story as well.
Reserve your spot. Dinner will cost $6 for Adults and
Teens; $3 for Children 5-12; and no charge for
Children 4 and under. Reservations may be made
through the sign-up on the Vitality Table, online, or
by calling the church office. Payment may be made
on Sundays. Make your reservation at
www.rochesterfbc.org/christmas-dinner.

GOINGS ON

ELDERGARTEN

Thursday, December 12, 12:00 PM

Occurrences of Interest

Our annual Christmas Luncheon
will again be held at THE FIVE
MILE CAFÉ at 2084 Five Mile
LUNCHEON Line Road, Penfield. We will
have a private room and be able
to share Christmas stories, poems, and
memories. We will order off the menu and look
forward to a time of “Jolly” Fellowship. Reserve
your spot by signing up on the Vitality Table.

Sunday, December 1, First Sunday of Advent,
Communion Sunday
10:00 AM, Worship
11:10 AM, Extended Fellowship - Boy Scout’s
Pancake Breakfast
Tuesday, December 3
11:30 AM, Remington-Hubbell Circle Luncheon
Wednesday, December 4
5:30 PM, Children’s Pageant Rehearsal
5:30 PM, Brown Bag Fellowship
6:00 PM, Bible Study - A Christmas Carol with
Barbara Willard
7:15 PM Choir
Saturday, December 7
11:00 AM-1:00 PM, Children’s Pageant Rehearsal

Thank you to all who supported

Sunday, December 8, 2nd Sunday of Advent
10:00 AM, Worship
11:10 AM, Fellowship
11:30 AM, Forum - Trustees - budget projections
4:30 PM, Pageant Participants Arrive
5:00 PM, Pageant
6:00 PM, Dinner

our Pecan Sales. It was a great success!
Our next meeting will be at Phillips European
Restaurant on December 3rd at 11:45 AM.
Please let Flora Holt or Marian Morrison know if
you plan to attend.

Monday, December 9
6:00 PM, Trustees Meeting, 6:00 PM
Need for the month of December is

Tuesday, December 10
11:30 AM FBCR Book Club, 6:00 PM

PASTA

Wednesday, December 11
5:30 PM, Brown Bag Fellowship
6:00 PM, Bible Study - A Christmas Carol with
Barbara Willard
7:15 PM, Choir

FBCR BOOK CLUB
CHRISTMAS BOOK OF YOUR CHOICE

Thursday, December 12
12:00 PM, Eldergarten Luncheon, at The Five Mile
Café, Penfield, NY

The FBC Book Club will
combine the November
and December meetings
because of the holidays.
The group will meet on
Tuesday, December 10 at
11:30 AM in the church
library. Each person will
read a Christmas book or
story for this meeting.

Sunday, December 15 - Cantata, 3rd Sunday
of Advent
10:00 AM, Worship
11:15 AM, Cantata Extended Fellowship
11:30 AM, Kindred Hearts
Monday, December 16
6:00 PM Council Meeting
Wednesday, December 18
No Study until the new year
7:15 PM, Choir, Last Choir rehearsal until the
new year.
Sunday, December 22, 4th Sunday of Advent
10:00 AM, Worship
11:10 AM, Fellowship

To All Staff, Lay Leaders,
Group and Missional
Community Leaders.

Tuesday, December 24
5:30 PM, Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

Please submit your
annual reports by
January 2.

Wednesday, December25
Christmas Day - office closed
Thurs., December 26 - Fri., December 31
Limited Office Hours, please call ahead.
Wednesday, January 1
New Year’s Day - office closed
Thursday, January 2
Annual Reports due

Annual Meeting - January 26 following worship.
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Mark your calendar and sign up for the brunch
at the Vitality Table.
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