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 We have entered the season of Lent, a time of considering our limitations as humans 

and as individuals. Recognizing our physical, social, intellectual, and even spiritual 

limitations gives us the gift of knowing where we as people end in order that we might 

more clearly see where God begins. One of the several tasks this consideration requires is 

searching ourselves for those behaviors, mindsets, and attitudes within ourselves that are 

defeating to Godôs hopes for us and our participation in a just and peaceful world. This 

kind of intensive introspection, while important and good, can also be a slippery slope into 

shame if we let it. In order for us to do this hard work faithfully and healthfully I think it is 

important for us to remember one thing. To expound on that further, I invite you to take 

some time to listen to or read the homily I offered at our Ash Wednesday service, entitled 

Love It or List It . 

 

Good Journey, 

 

Rev. Brent Bowden 

«ȐΥ֒ǥ ȐΊƤŋҗ̗ʨϊʄ жϟ Ƃ ˹жᴓҗϓȴᶨ 
Ͻɪ ʨΥԃҗЖӴѳȴǅԃʨжϟ ŋΥȂ ԃҗŋΥӇɞЖҗΖŋԃʨжϟѾ 

To Sermons 

ϝCƻǊ ŀƴȅ ƳŀƛƭŜŘ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊƳƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴǎƛŘŜΦ 

http://rochesterfbc.org/sermons
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é DURING  THE  MONTH  

OF   M ARCH  

CALLING ALL FELLOWSHIP  

HOUR PARTICIPANTS 

In looking at the Fellowship schedule there are 
a number if Sundays without someone or a 
group signed up to bring cookies or another 
kind of sweet, and to set-up/take down the 
serving areas. It can be very simple. We donôt 
need anything elaborate--- just something that 
brings us together to talk while enjoying a cup 
of coffee and something sweet. Please 
consider signing up.  Thank you. 
 
Lynn McClellan, chairperson 

Our Lenten Journey Our Lenten Journey 

aŀǊŎƘ му ŀƴŘ !ǇǊƛƭ м 

Congregational Meeting 
 

March 15, 2020 
 

Immediately following worship 
 

Agenda items for vote:  
 

Associate Pastor slate of search committee 

members.

Once and For All Fund vote to allocate land sale 

proceeds to seed the fund.

eaffirmation of Pat Hanley and Juanita Ryan 

as Trustees, in accordance with NYS law.



о 

 

 

Lent Worship I - 10:00 AM,  Sunday, March 1  

The first Sunday morning worship of Lent. Lent is a season driven by the theme of a 40 -day sojourn in the 
wilderness in preparation for following Jesus to the cross and beyond.   
 

Preparing the Way - 6:00 PM, Wednesday, March 4  
(...with portions on 3/11, 3/18, 3/25, and 4/1)  

In preparation for a communal, sacred journey in April, we will spend this Wednesday and portions of the 
following four discerning a destination, a mode, and a process.  Participants will begin by brainstorming what 
Pilgrimage 2020 might look like and work together to bring the journey to fruition.  
 

Lent Worship II - 10:00 AM,  Sunday, March 8  

The second Sunday morning worship of Lent. Our continued sojourn in the wilderness in preparation for 
following Jesus to the cross and beyond.  
 

Confessing What, to Whom, and Why? - 6:00 PM, Wednesday, March 11  

Some say confession is good for the soul. Others say confess and its underlying assumption of òsinó can be 
shaming and thereby harmful to the soul.  On the first of two Wednesdays, we will attempt to parse through 
conversation on the history, purpose, and forms of Christian confession and the idea of sin.  We will seek to 
leave what is harmful behind and move forward with a constructive understanding of what it means to be both 
fragile (òsinfuló if you must) and resilient (òpenitentó if you must). Participants will work together to draft the 
prayer of confession and assurance of grace for the following Sundays of Lent.  
 

Lent Worship III - 10:00 AM,  Sunday, March 15  

The third Sunday morning worship of Lent. Our sojourn continues...  
 

Taizé Service - 6:00 PM, Wednesday, March 18  

A service of contemplative worship in the form popularized by the brothers in Taizé, France. Quiet, meditative 
music, prayers, and scripture readings set the tone for a shared experience of the Holy.  
 

ÈֱҼ «ȐΥ֕ȴώ £жᴓҗϓȴᵷ 

{ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜΣ ǇŀƎŜ м 
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Lent Worship IV - 10:00 AM,  Sunday, March 22  
The fourth Sunday morning worship of Lent.  We are halfway through our journey following Jesus to the 
cross and beyond.  
 

Confessing What, to Whom, and Why? - 6:00 PM, Wednesday, March 25  

Some say confession is good for the soul. Others say confess and its underlying assumption of òsinó can be 
shaming and thereby harmful to the soul.  On the second of our two Wednesdays devoted to this theme, we 
will continue to parse through conversation on the history, purpose, and forms of Christian confession and 
the idea of sin.  We will seek to leave what is harmful behind and move forward with a constructive 
understanding of what it means to be both fragile (òsinfuló if you must) and resilient (òpenitentó if you must). 
Participants will work together to draft the prayer of confession and assurance of grace for the following 
Sunday of Lent.  

Lent Worship V - 10:00 AM,  Sunday, March 29  
The fifth Sunday morning worship of Lent.  Our 40 -day sojourn continues...  
 

Taizé Service - 6:00 PM, Wednesday, April 1  
Our second service of contemplative worship in the form popularized by the brothers in Taizé, France. Quiet, 
meditative music, prayers, and scripture readings set the tone for a shared experience of the Holy.  
 

Pilgrimage - Time TBD, Saturday, April 4  
Planned early in Lent, interested participants will make a pilgrimage.  
 

Palm Sunday - 10:00 AM,  Sunday, April 5  
The final Sunday of the season, recalls Jesusõs triumphal entry into Jerusalem  and the immediate, 
subsequent abandonment.  The stripping of the church at the end of the service prepares worship for entry 
into the starkest moments of the year -- Holy Week.  

 

Holy Week Worship - 6:00 PM, Thursday April 8  

A joint Maundy Thursday and Good Friday Service will be held in Hubbell Hall with a light agape meal and 
Tenebrae Service. 
 

Easter Worship - 10:00 AM, Sunday, April 12  

The most glorious service of the entire year in celebration of the resurrection!  

ÈֱҼ «ȐΥ֕ȴώ £жᴓҗϓȴᵷ 
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Section Leader Recital and 

Potluck Lunch 

March 1, 2020 at 11:30 AM 

 

Join us in Hubbell Hall on March 1st for a 

wonderful concert by our Section Leaders 

and David Labman. Coffee and snacks will 

be available during the recital, and there 

will be a Potluck Lunch to follow. Please 

RSVP by calling the office or sign up 

through our website: ƘǧǇΥκκǊƻŎƘŜǎǘŜǊŧŎΦƻǊƎκ

ŜǾŜƴǘκǎŜŎǝƻƴ-ƭŜŀŘŜǊ-ǊŜŎƛǘŀƭ.  All are welcome. 

 
 

Community 

Concert 

Series 

 

March 27, 2020 

at 7:30 PM  

RPO Marimba 

Band 
 

 

We welcome back the RPO Marimba Band to 
our concert series! Described as "one of the 
Rochester area's unique and notable 
treasures", the RPO Marimba Band was 
established in 1979 and is comprised of 
members of the Rochester Philharmonic 
Orchestra's current Percussion Section. 
Specializing in music written and arranged 
for the melodic percussion instruments, the 
RPO Marimba Band primarily features 
ragtime xylophone pieces and novelty music 
from the early decades of the 20th century, 
many Latin and jazz tunes. The band 
performs on two marimbas, vibraphone, 
steel drum, drum set, and various 
percussion instruments. 

Rюъьёђїѐ јўѝ, Sюћџђїѐ Ѡђѝёђї 
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 ABHMNS, on behalf of the American 
Baptist Churches USA has released $10,000 
on One Great Hour of Sharing Disaster-relief 
Funds to CrossWalk Community Church in 
Napa, California.   

 CrossWalk was able to provide shelter 
starting on Oct. 27 for those evacuated from 
their homes because of the Kincade wildfire 
that began on Oct. 23 in Sonoma County.  The 
fire burned 77,758 acres, destroyed 352 
structures including 94 homes. Four confirmed 
injuries were of fire personnel and civilians. 

 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU 
(The young woman�¶s name appears as �³S�´��in this report.) 

 
On February 5th Andrew Loysen, Caseworker, 
Department of Human Services wrote a letter 
thanking our �:�+�$�7���,�)�"��������group and Sharon 
Hamann for our assistance in furnishing and  
supplying  apartment necessities for a young 
lady aging out of foster care.  His letter 
follows. 
 

�³I am writing to thank you and the 
members of First Baptist Church of 
Rochester for your generosity and 
thoughtfulness when gathering and giving 
the various items for S------ .  Because of 
you she has the necessary furniture and 
items needed to live independently as she 
moves forward with her life after foster 
care.  She moved into her new apartment 
last week and is doing very well. I 
appreciate you all and I know S------  does 
too.  Thank you�  ́

 
FreshStart Foster Care Missional Community, 
 
Diane Ashley, Jean Garling, and Lynn 
McClellan  


