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Pastor’s Commentary
In past 2 weeks I’ve used the phrase, “In these extraordinary days,” so many times it has
become something of a habit. These days are extraordinary. There is no person on the planet who is
not sharing in what is happening, there is no part of life that is untouched by this pandemic. We all
receive updates daily on the number of new cases, we all wonder how long this can last, we all worry
about what it will mean for our health and that of those we love, for our social lives, for our
institutions, for economies local and global. To make matters worse, with the exception of those who
are serving on the front lines in hospitals and essential business (thank you for your good and hard
work), the only two things we have to do are think about these unanswered questions and second,
try not to think about these unanswered questions.
It is a pastor’s temptation in such – say it with me – extraordinary times – to try to find the
message of comfort that will carry us all through or the message of relevance that will give meaning
to all that we’re experiencing. I will try each Sunday to provide a faithful interpretation of our sacred
texts and traditions that will lend perspective, challenge, and hope to the situation we’re living
through, but the truth is we won’t be able to see these days clearly until we are through them, and
no one person will tell the authorized version of this story. The task of “meaning making” belongs to
no individual, but to the community. It is for that reason that we are working hard at FBCR to
emphasize just that – community. Wouldn’t it be wonderful if in this time of separation, we somehow
paradoxically found a way to strengthen bonds and enrich our togetherness? What a testament that
would be to technology, yes, but more so to the resilience of the church (our church and the church
universal).
now.

Toward that end, let me invite you to participate in several initiatives going on at FBCR even
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Join us for worship every Sunday at 10:00 AM via Zoom. It isn’t the same as being together
in the same room, but you’d be surprised how meaningful it is to share this meeting space. Log on
and/or find instructions for logging on via www.rochesterfbc.org/worship-online. Stay tuned for
information on how and when we might observe Holy Week and Easter worship through the same
medium.
Reach out to others in the congregation who you know might be lonely, who might have
needs we could work together to meet, or simply those you miss and want to chat with. If you
come across someone in need, find others who can help meet that need or contact your church
staff to help. While I know our community is close and therefore in touch with one another
already, a small group of volunteers have been checking in on people in a systematic way to
ensure we are in communication with everyone. If you would like to help with that effort, please
let me know at brent@rochesterfbc.org.
Join us for congregational check-ins via Zoom. We will host a Zoom call each Wednesday
evening from 5:30 to 6:30 PM and perhaps at other times, as desired. We have no agenda at
these gatherings other than to see one another, touch base, and be together for a time. For access
or instructions go to www.rochesterfbc.org/checkin.
We continue to work to ensure that even our online gatherings are as inclusive as possible.
We have many in our community for whom technology does not come easy. Fortunately for us we
also have many for whom technology is second nature. We are currently researching ways to have
the tech-savvy among us support the less so remotely. Those solutions are likely to require a few
volunteers who are comfortable with technology. If you would like to sign up to help, contact me
at brent@rochesterfbc.org.
One last, new way of staying together: wouldn’t it be fantastic if we found that when we are
together in person again we actually knew each other better than before? And wouldn’t it be great
if we found another way to pass a few of these empty moments with a bit of levity? Well, let me
introduce a new church-wide game to do both of those things: Who Am I/Who Am I Not!? You
have possibly heard of this game under the title, “Two Truths and a Lie,” but we try to keep things
honest at FBCR. The game has two components. First, if you would like to play send me two
statements about yourself that represent who you are. They could be experiences you’ve had,
roles you’ve held, general facts about yourself, likes and dislikes, any piece of information that
might help people know just a bit about who you are. Along with those two facts about who you
are, send me one fact that does not represent who you are. I will post these facts on our church
web site in a secure area that is accessible only to people familiar to FBCR and others will use the
comments to guess which of the three facts are true of who you are and which do not represent
who you are. An example:
I could say: I was once a zookeeper, I love broccoli, and I hate running. Your job would be
to figure out which of these statements is not true of me and post it in the comments on that
page. So here’s how to play:

Step 1: Send me your three facts at brent@rochesterfbc.org.
Step 2: If you haven’t already signed up for an account on our church web site do so now
at www.rochesterfbc.org/registration. If you need help with that, let us know in the
church office. BONUS: once you’ve done this you will also be registered for access
to the church prayer list and receive update notifications via email.
Step 3: Go to www.rochesterfbc.org/whoami, log in, and make your guesses in the
comments of each set of facts.
This will be a fun experiment in getting to know one another better even from afar.

These are indeed extraordinary days full of serious challenges, but I believe that our efforts
in remaining together, sharing a bit of levity, and caring for one another will prove to us once
more that it is the people in our lives and in our faith community who are truly extraordinary.

Rev. Brent Bowden,
Pastor
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OUR COMMUNITY
Reaching out, Serving within

Mission Partner Thank-you
March, 2020
Dear Friends,
Thank you for continuing to partner with us
on the clothing drop-off shed to support Habitat
for Humanity through the Brighton Coalition of
Churches! In 2019 roughly 8,868 garments of
clothing were donated to your shed. This was
enough to clothe an estimated 1,075 people all
over the world.

WE MADE IT!
SHARING SOME GOOD NEWS!

Based on the volume of clothing, your
organization received $2,581 in 2019.

We have not often shared the bigger picture of the
Souper Bowl of Caring food drive, but in this time
of uncertainty and concern for our neighbors
during a global pandemic, the Souper Bowl of
Caring campaign has provided us with good news.

Thank you for your continuing support of our
efforts.
Sincerely,

This organization started 30 years ago in 1990
with a national fund-raising effort which supports
local endeavors. This means every dollar raised
stays in the area in which it was raised. We, the
youth and their leaders at FBCR, exceeded our
goal this year, through your help, by raising 1076
in food items and dollars to support the Brighton
Food Depot. Our school-aged children (4 and up)
worked to take the food to the Depot, count, then
stack the items on the shelves. They learned what
it means to be in service to others.

The Team at St. Pauly Textile, Inc.

FBCR BOOK CLUB
READ A BOOK OF CHOICE TO SHARE WHEN WE
GATHER TOGETHER AGAIN!

The discussion of Barbara Kingsolver,
Unsheltered, has been put on hold for
the time being. We will keep you posted
on future gatherings.

Nationwide, Souper Bowl of Caring focuses on the
giving efforts of youth all over the country. It
exceeded its goal of 10.5 million dollars and items
in this, its 30th anniversary year. Many of those
collections are being used RIGHT NOW to support
our local communities and need through this
pandemic.

We do not know when we will
have an opportunity to gather
again but until then, read a
book you have been wanting
to read and we will share
these with the group as soon
as we are able. This will mean
that we should have a treasure trove of
suggestions for the group to read in the future.

SBC stated, “It seems the simplest of prayers and
ideas can bear the sweetest fruit. Since 1990,
over 2 million youth have helped to support more
than 5,000 charities with over $160 million worth
of food and cash. As one church stated: It is
amazing how even one dollar can make a
difference. If we all give a little, we change a lot!

Congratulations to ALL who help make the
Souper Bowl of Caring happen!” And that
includes you! FBCR Y outh have
participated in the drive since 2007, with an
average of 11 - teens or children each year
collecting over $8.3K and 6.8K items in total.
Thank you for all your on-going support for
children’s mission efforts and helping our
neighbors in need!

We encourage people to stay at home during
this time! If you do venture to the store, you
might consider picking up one or two extra items
to give to the Brighton Food Depot when we
meet again. Good shelf-stable items which we
always welcome as donations include small
Pasta Sauce jars (plastic preferred), small
Peanut Butter jars, and Tuna.
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Do you need food? Let us know.

GOINGS ON

GIVING OPTIONS

From the Trustees

Occurrences of Interest

During this time when we are “welcomed home”
each Sunday by Pastor Brent, not in our familiar
FBCR surroundings but actually in our homes, we
find ourselves adapting to a new normal. Our
worship service has changed and we adapt to
these new changes using Zoom for our services to
bring audio and visual worship into our homes.
We are able to adapt to our needs as a result of
today’s technology.

Wednesday, April 1
5:30 PM, All-church Fellowship Check-in
www.rochesterfbc.org/checkin
7:15 PM, Choir Check-in - participants, please
check a future email with online meeting
details.
HOLY WEEK
Sunday, April 5, Communion Sunday,
Palm/Passion Sunday
10:00 AM, Worship
www.rochesterfbc.org/worship-online

Many are wondering, “how can I make my
financial support of FBCR where I used to make
my commitment in the offering plate.”

Wednesday, April 8
5:30 PM, All-church Fellowship Check-in
www.rochesterfbc.org/checkin

First, and perhaps the most obvious, is to use the
US Mail to direct your check. While this is an easy
and familiar mechanism, it still requires you to go
to a postal facility or mail box. It also requires
processing the checks at a time when we are
encouraging our staff to work at home as much
as possible.

Thursday, April 9
6:30 PM, Maundy Thursday worship
www.rochesterfbc.org/worship-online

Sunday, April 12

EASTER

Technology can also bring other aspects of service
to our members. Here are a few tips for making
your financial support to FBCR. As our church
adapts to our new circumstances, we would like
to update you on our efforts to provide more
convenient options for giving.

10:00 AM, Worship
www.rochesterfbc.org/worship-online
Invite neighbors, friends, and family to join us!

Monday, April 13, Easter Monday, Office
closed, no phone coverage.
6:00 PM, Trustees Meeting - participants,
please check a future email with online
meeting details.

Bank and Credit Union Bill Pay
Most banks and credit unions offer a bill pay
service. This allows you to direct the financial
institution to mail a check to the church. This
service is often provided at no cost to you. This is
an option available to you right now. You only
need to make such a directive with your financial
institution.

Wednesday, April 15
5:30 PM, All-church Fellowship Check-in
www.rochesterfbc.org/checkin
Sunday, April 19,
10:00 AM, Worship
www.rochesterfbc.org/worship-online

Online Giving

Monday, April 20
6:00 PM, Council Meeting - participants,
please check a future email with online
meeting details.

We are in the process of setting up an online
service to allow you to make your financial
contribution from your credit or debit card or
bank checking or savings account which will go
directly into the church bank account. This option
is attractive as it can be done at home from your
computer or smart phone conveniently and
confidentially. You soon will be able to direct your
contribution to any of our FBCR purposes such as
pledge, special offerings, or the Once And For All
Fund or any other designated purpose. We are
excited about this new method of giving which is
already in process. Please watch for more
information which will be coming to you very soon
on this new and exciting offering.

Wednesday, April 22
5:30 PM, All-church Fellowship Check-in
www.rochesterfbc.org/checkin
Sunday, April 26
10:00 AM, Worship
www.rochesterfbc.org/worship-online
Wednesday, April 29
5:30 PM, All-church Fellowship Check-in
www.rochesterfbc.org/checkin
If your group or committee would like to
schedule an online gathering, please contact
us at:
office@rochesterfbc.org
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