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 ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Feel free to use any gender-neutral language in hymns or responses. 

Prelude Allegro, Op. 8 Robert Schumann, 1810-1856  

Chiming of the Hour 

Music for Gathering  arr. Henry Griffin, piano 

Welcome    

Call to Worship  Rev. Peg Williams 
One:  It is easy to stand here in the valley of our comfort. 
All:  We know what to expect and what is expected of us. 
One: But Christ calls us to the mountain top to receive a new vision. 
All: We are not sure we are ready for that. 
One: Place your hope and trust in Christ, for He is your guide. 
All: Let us open our hearts to Christ, ready for the vision he places before us. Amen. 

*Hymn  We Have Come at Christ’s Own Bidding  #245  

Reception of New Member Bethany Aitkenhead 
We welcome this new member in the name of Jesus Christ who invited all to come and 
follow him and to know God. We promise, on this day and her presence, to give her our 
love, encouragement, and prayers as she grows with us in her faith commitment. 

Scriptures 2 Corinthians 3:12-4:4  Rev. Peg Williams 

Special Music If Ye Love Me Thomas Tallis, 1505-1508 
 First Rochester Section Leaders, Henry Griffin, director Text: John 14:15-17 

If ye love me,  keep my commandments.  
And I will pray the Father,  

And He shall  give you another comforter,  
That He may ’bide with you forever;  

E’en the spirit of truth. 

Morning Prayer: Sharing our joys and concerns  

*Hymn  Love Divine, All Loves Excelling  #358 

Scripture and Prayer Luke 9:28-36  

Sermon From the Valley Rev. Joanne Gilbert-Cannon 

*congregation sings, please stand if able 
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 Giving our Gifts and Dedication 
Music for response Rondo, K. 485  Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 

Invitation to the Lord’s Table and Unison Lord’s Prayer Rev. Joanne Gilbert-Cannon 
 We observe an open communion, all are welcome. Rev. Peg Williams 

Invitation to Mission and Ministry 

Benediction 

*Parting Hymn Jesus Calls Us  o’er the Tumult  #345 

  

 

 

 

Thank you to those who contributed their gifts today including usher: Mark Harnischfeger and Doug 
Trolley; reader and communion assistant: Rev. Peg Williams; fellowship: Judy Oaks and Carol Stahl; 
our nursery: Melina Mineti, Dara Lewis; our teachers: Nan Wilson, Judy Oaks; our tech team: Scott 
and Susen McClellan, Janet Richardson, and Glenn Stahl; and our musicians; section leaders: Naomi 
Chad, soprano; Emma Unkrich, mezzo; Joshua Gleason, tenor; Ashton Rapp, baritone; and Henry 
Griffin, piano, director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We welcome you to First Rochester, regardless of race, class, gender, physical challenge, place of 
origin, or sexual orientation.  

 

If you’re new with us, please fill out the connection card found in your pew and drop it with the 
offering. We look forward to getting to know you better! 

 

 

 

 

 

*congregation sings, please stand if able 
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 INVITIATION TO MISSION AND MINISTRY 

Children depart following the Welcome today and return for Communion. 

Sunday Forum today during Second Hour we will focus on being aware of and avoiding scams. 

All-Church Retreat seeking commitment. Please sign up for the retreat at the table in the 
Garden Room. We are asking for a commitment deposit of $50 for a single and $100 for a 
couple or family.  Please sign up in the Garden Room today.  We need at least 30 committed 
participants. 

America For Christ Special Offering is being collected now. AFC’s theme is Grace upon Grace: 
grace in times of turbulence. Inspired by Ephesians 4:32 where the passage stresses the 
importance of letting go of anger and moving forward with love. AFC funds help create new 
ministries, develop leaders, aid impoverished children, support spiritual caregivers, and promote 
discipleship across America and Puerto Rico.  Envelopes may be found in the pew rack. 

An Ash Wednesday Service will be held on Wednesday, March 5 at 6:30 PM in the chapel. 

Wednesdays during Lent: March 5—Ash Wednesday Service; March 12—Morehouse Glee Choir 
Field Trip at Asbury First ($25/admission); Wednesday, March 19, 26, and April 2—Read and 
discuss American Christian Nationalsim, neither American Nor Christian by Michael W. Austin; 
and April 9, Taizé Service. 

Throughout Lent, join us as we independently read: Walking in the Wilderness: Seeking God During 
Lent by Beth A. Richardson. During Second Hour on Sundays, we will gather together with Rev. Ivan 
Marable as he leads us in a discussion on Reflections of the Wilderness in Three (D). Check with 
Eliecia or Janet if you need a copy of the book for $15. 

OWLS (Older Wiser Learning Seniors) on March 6  will continue their 80 days Around the World 
journey with Jules Verne to Egypt, India, and the Pacific.  Chair exercise at 11:30 AM. Lunch and 
program at 12:15 PM. Donations welcomed. Please RSVP to Kandee at kandeetabor@gmail.com. 

Youth Group will meet on March 9 and March 23 during Second Hour.  

Our Lent giving focus will be on Cameron Community Ministries. First, you are invited to bring 
diapers size 4 and larger or pull-ups to church any week before Easter. Second, plan to stay and 
help fill hygiene kits on March 30th for our next intergenerational mission project day to help 
support their street ministry! All items will then be delivered to Cameron after Easter. Thank you 
for your help!  

Fellowship Time Help Needed. Would you consider signing up for fellowship preparation time? 
What do you need to do? Set out cold beverages (supplied); self-serve coffee is there; add a 
treat (homemade to store-purchased; then clean-up after.  We would be grateful for your help.  

Our Care Team is seeking leftover unused cards: birthday, sympathy, get well, and all occasion 
cards and notes. Cards may be placed in the bin on the Vitality Table below the TV located in the 
Hall outside of the Garden Room double doors.  

FBCR Book Club will meet on March 25 at 11:30 AM and will discuss The Hundred-foot Journey 
by Richard Morais.  
Our daytime Church Custodian will be on Paternity Leave  to care for his new daughter for 12 
weeks (beginning March 11 through April and May).  We are asking for church members to 
commit to doing some of his jobs making our church shine.  You can sign up for a week(s) or a 
specific job(s).  A sign up sheet is located in the Garden Room. You can also commit to a job or 
a week by emailing Janet@rochesterfbc.org. We can pay with our time and our hands or with 
our money for a 

 


