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 ORDER OF WORSHIP  
Feel free to use any gender-neutral language in hymns or responses. 

 

Prelude Selections from A Quaker Reader Ned Rorem 

“There is a Spirit That Delights to Do No Evil” 1  
“Bewitching attire of the most charming simplicity” 2 

“. . . No darkness at all . . .” 3  

Chiming of the Hour 

Music for Gathering  Henry Griffin, piano  

Welcome   Eliecia Young 

Invitation to Worship  (Psalm 67, adapted for worship, JGC) JoAnn Trolley 

One: May God be gracious to us and bless us; 

All: may the face of God shine upon us. 

One: That God’s ways may be known upon the earth; 

All: that God’s salvation may be known among all nations. 

One: May the peoples praise You, O God; 

All: may all the peoples praise You. 

One: May the nations be glad and sing for joy for you rule the peoples justly. 

All: May all the peoples praise, O God, as we do now in worship. 

*Hymn For the Beauty of the Earth  #40 

Scripture  Ecclesiastes 5:1-7  JoAnn Trolley 

Morning Prayer: Sharing our joys and concerns with Unison Lord’s Prayer Eliecia Young 

Special Music The Heart of Worship  Matt Redman 

  Henry Griffin, voice and piano 

Children’s Time  Eliecia Young 

*Hymn How Great Thou Art  #51 

Scripture and Prayer Ecclesiastes 12:9-14  

Sermon Wisdom and Memorial Day Rev. Joanne Gilbert-Cannon 

Giving our Gifts to God and Dedication 

 Music in Response For the Beauty of the Earth arr. Andrew Fletcher  

*congregation sings, please stand if able 
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  Doxology We Give Thee But Thine Own #688 

Invitation to Mission and Ministry 

*Closing Hymn Come and Seek the Ways of Wisdom See below 

Benediction  

Postlude Rigaudon André Campra  

 

Come and Seek the Ways of Wisdom 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*congregation sings, please stand if able 
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 INVITATION TO MISSION AND MINISTRY 
We welcome you to First Rochester, regardless of race, class, gender, physical challenge, place 
of origin, or sexual orientation. If you’re new with us, please fill out the connection card found in 
your pew and drop it with the offering. We look forward to getting to know you better! 

TODAY: 
• Thank you to the numerous volunteers who make Sunday worship and programs work. We 

appreciate your service this week! 

• Please join us for a time of fellowship in the Garden Room, adjacent to the sanctuary. 
THIS WEEK: 

• Join us for Koinonia Koffee in the Parlor, Tuesday at 10 AM, for coffee, tea, or water, and 
conversation. [Koinonia is a Greek word that transliterates to community, fellowship) 

• Book Club is reading Afterlife by Julia Alvarez for discussion on Tues., May 27 at 11:30 AM. 
•  
• 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS:

• In this next week please take a few minutes to check your email, whether you plan to go to the 
retreat or not, and respond to “Who Knew?” (also found in the Saturday worship email), so we 
can learn something about you! 

• Sunday Forum, June 1 will be  on Planning your Life Inventory, Part 1. (Part 2 on 6/15) 
• Saturday, June 7 at 3 PM, we will host a free-will offering benefit concert for Coffee 

Connection (employing women in recovery from addiction, trauma, incarceration). This 
concert will feature musicians Cheryl Frank, viola and Doleen Hood, piano playing women 
composers: B. Mattei; L Boulander; and R. Clarke. 

• Children’s Sunday, June 8, our worship will be led by our children and teens followed by a  
Potluck Meal in Hubbell Hall immediately after worship. 

• June 29 is 5th Sunday Mission Project Day! 
GIVING OPPORTUNITIES: 

• One more week!  We will conclude our cleaning and hygiene product drive for Cameron 
Community Ministries on Sunday June 1.  Please bring your items to church anytime until 
next Sunday morning. See the handout in the Narthex for a complete list of needed items.  

SIGN-UPS AVAILABLE: 

• Fellowship Time; Readers and Ushers; June photo sitting sign-ups are still available. 

MEETINGS:   
• Trustees Meeting will be held on Monday, June 16 in person in the library at 6:00 PM. 
• Council will meet again on Tuesday, June 17 on Zoom at 6:00 PM. 
• Mission Meeting will be held on Sunday, June 21 at 11:15 AM to noon in the library. 

OUR LEADERSHIP: 

• If you have any interest in a specific FBCR ministry, don’t hesitate to contact a committee 
chairperson for details: Marilyn McClellan (Care Team), Nan Wilson (Christian Education),  Bob 
Oaks (Council), Kandee Tabor (Fellowship), and Elyssa Barszewski and Melissa Spooner (co-
chairs of Mission), Richard Wien (Trustees), and Judy Oaks (Worship). 
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Music Notes  

This morning‘s Prelude features musical selections by the American composer, diarist, and 
essayist, Ned Rorem. Born in 1923 in Richmond, Indiana, he studied music at the American 
Conservatory and Northwestern University in Chicago, Curtis Institute in Philadelphia, and the 
Juilliard school in New York City. In 1949, he went to Paris as a Fulbright scholar where he 
studied with Arthur Honegger and was significantly influenced by Poulenc, Auric, and Cocteau. 

Rorem’s musical output includes operas, symphonic music, choral works, songs and song 
cycles, hymns and liturgy, as well as various instrumental compositions such as this morning’s 
prelude. In 1976, Rorem was awarded the Pulitzer Prize for his musical composition Air Music 
(1974). As an author, he has penned numerous works including Paris Diary, and New York 
Diary; both books were critically acclaimed and number-one best sellers. 

Of the eleven-movement suite for organ, A Quaker Reader, Rorem writes: “Quakers as a 
group, unlike Puritans, never claimed music to be injurious, only superfluous, to meditation.“ 
He continues, “each piece is headed with an epigraph from Friends’ writings, many of which, 
in their urge toward pacifism as solution, extol absolute quiet, and absolute light. The music 
represents a blaze of silence.” 

1 — from the dying words of James Naylor (1660) 

2 — Hector St. John de Crevecoeur, on Quaker dress in Nantucket, ca. 1770 

3 “God is light, and in him is no darkness at all…“   

— Walt Whitman, recalling fifty years later how Elias Hicks thus quoted Christ  

insert 


